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ABSTRACT

Guwadar Port, located on Pakistan's southwestern coast, is a major port in the Arabian Sea. Here
we'll take a look at Gwadar Port and how it may help regional commerce and propel Pakistan's
blue economy forward. Gwadar port is an important part of the regional and global economy, and
this study examines its strategic relevance, infrastructural development, and influence on regional
trade dynamics to prove it. This article takes a look at the port's impact on Pakistan's blue economy,
namely how it has helped with fishing, tourism, and maritime logistics.

Keywords: Gwadar Port, blue economy, maritime logistics, fisheries resources, tourism industry,
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INTRODUCTION

Gwadar is a natural deep sea port, situated at
the south western coast of Pakistan Balochistan
province, which is; strategically and financially
vital. Due to its geographical location on the
crossing of many large rivers, the function of the
port in the system of maritime transport in the
region and to some extent in the world is critical
(Humayun, 2014).This paper examines the
speculation as to whether the Gwadar Port can
become a strategic centre of Pakistan’s blue
economy - the economic sector connected to
the water in one or another degree and can
facilitate trade with adjoining areas

1.2 Research Questions

e  How does Gwadar Port benefit regional
trade strategically?

e How have changes to the port's
infrastructure affected commerce and industry?
e How do people see the potential
advantages and disadvantages of the port's
expansion from an economic standpoint?
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e How is Gwadar Port helping Pakistan's
blue economy grow?!

e  How does Gwadar Port see the future, and
what obstacles could it face?

1.3 Research Objectives:

The study "Gwadar Port: A Gateway to
Regional Trade and Developing Pakistan’s Blue
Economy" aims to achieve the following:

e To examine the Strategic Importance of
Gwadar Port.

e To examine Gwadar Port's Strategic
Importance by thinking about how its location
affects trade routes on a local, national, and
international scale.

e To learn the political and economic
benefits that Gwadar Port offers to Pakistan and
the neighboring area.
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Evaluate Infrastructure Developments at
Gwadar Port:

e To examine the infrastructure upgrades and
investments funded by the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

e To see how the port's efficiency and
operational capacities have been improved.

Investigate the Impact on Regional Trade
Dynamics:

e To explore the effects of Gwadar Port on
trade between South Asia, the Middle East, and
Central Asia. With this knowledge, we can
better understand the patterns of regional
trade.

e To ascertain the degree to which Gwadar
Port lessens transportation costs and enhances
regional business logistics.

Assess the Pros and Cons from an Economic
Perspective:

e To find out how Gwadar Port may benefit
local businesses and investors financially.

e To find out what needs to be done so the
port can make the most of its economic
potential.

Analyze Contributions to Pakistan's Blue
Economy:

e To investigate the ways in which Gwadar
Port contributes to the expansion of vital
sectors of Pakistan's blue economy, including as
fishing, marine tourism, and marine logistics;
assess the impact on this sector.

e Determine the port's impact on the
expansion of environmentally responsible
businesses serving the coast and ocean.

Understand Local Community Impacts:

e To find Out How Gwadar Port Has Affected
Locals o Research the ways in which Gwadar
Port has altered the economic and social
circumstances of locals, including their access to
jobs, their level of income, and the overall

quality of life.

Identify Future Prospects and Strategic
Recommendations:

e To Investigate potential future events
including regional cooperation, sustainability,
and expansion at Gwadar Port.
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To provide stakeholders and decision-makers
with long-term strategies to enhance the port's
role in marine trade and the blue economy.

1.3Purpose of the Study

Drawing from the research questions, this
analytical study seeks to determine the impact
of Gwadar port on trade in the region, as well
as the growth of Pakistan’s Blue economy. To
this end, this study aims to investigate Gwadar
Port as to the extent it can foster regional
integration, sustainable development, and
economic prosperity while adopting historical
geographical, economic, and strategic studies
approaches to highlight the port’s development
process. Here are the specific objectives that are
driving the research: Here are the specific
objectives that are driving the research:

e As it can be seen in the regional trade and
analysed in their strategies, Gwadar Port has to
be evaluated.

e Analyze potential role of Gwadar Port could
enhance Pakistan Blue Economy such as
Tourism, production line, and import/export
industry.

e [fanalysis of the role of Gwadar Port is made
in connection with the presence within the
region and strive of great powers, some light can
be shed on the geopolitics of the port.

Like any other development project, the
development of Gwadar port is not without
risks and challenges some of which are
social/economic interferences, environmental
issues and security concerns. For such concerns
raised to be noticed, it is of essence to
document as well as evaluate them as can be
evidenced from the subsequent section.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The strength of the research is that it presents a
detailed analysis of Gwadar Port which is
critical to the area’s trade and economy. The
findings have farreaching implications for
stakeholders, investors, and policymakers: The
findings have farreaching implications for
stakeholders, investors, and policymakers:

Informing Policy and Decision-Making: To
the proposed policies and decisions it provides
useful  information by  providing a
comprehensive assessment of the strategic and
economic value of Gwadar Port. This
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assessment can help policymakers to develop
plans enhancing the port since the insights
derived from a SWOT analysis make a solid
foundation for the formation of improvement
strategies. The main factors that require policy
attention include: the level of community
participation, protection of the environment,
security measures, and infrastructure.
Enhancing Regional Integration: Secondly,
the study shows how the development of the
Gwadar Port could foster economic integration,
and improved connectivity thus improving on
integration. The study can help plan how
regional integration can be achieved and foster
cooperation from neighboring governments by
looking into the factors that make the port a
promising transshipment hub and the option of
another trade route (Kazmi, 2023).

Attracting Investment: Thirdly, the research
can Attract Investment by sensitising the world
to the prospects of the Gwadar Port in the
development of SEZs hence attracting investors
internationally. Thus, when the investors
understand and coordinate their investments
inclined towards the chances that the port has
into  industrialization, marine  business,
tourism, and fishing, their choices will be well
informed.

Addressing Geopolitical Considerations: To
ensure that the detailed investigation of the
impact of Gwadar Port to the geopolitics of the
region is made comprehensively, the research
systematically examines the power relation of
the area to the four study subjects. One might
also wuse it during bargaining over the
geopolitical stakes because it allows achieving
the proper balance between the conflicting
objectives of gaining the most profit and
addressing the security concerns.

Promoting Sustainable Development: The
study highlights how challenging it is to
maintain the environment and the socio
economic integration while at the same time
illustrating how much it is appropriate for
sustainable practices in the process of
developing Gwadar Port, hence promoting
sustainable development. It offers
recommendations that would reduce the effects
on the environment and the quality of lives of
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people in relation to the expansion of the port
(Faran, 2022).

Contributing to Academic Literature:
Consequently, this research makes a vital
contribution to the existing understanding of
the role of Gwadar on the improvement of the
regional trade and development. Thus, its
extensive analysis can be useful in discussing
maritime infrastructures concerning economic
policies and regional integration and can be
used as a reference in further studies.

2. Literature Review

For many considerations including strategical,
economique and repercussion geopolitique,
Gwadar Port has been analyzed a lot in the
literature. Thus, to provide a clear
understanding of Gwadar Port’s role in regional
trade and economic development, this paper
presents the synthesis of conclusions from the
literature review.

2.1 Strategic Significance of Gwadar Port
Gwadar port has strategic importance of
projecting naval bases in the gulf region and a
significant point of reference towards Central
Asia.

Care has been taken by many authors to
highlight on the fact that Gwadar is strategically
positioned near the Strait of Hormuz. Javed, H.
M., (2021) have highlighted that the port has
the potential of acting as a transhipment hub
for Africa, Middle East and South Asia. Being
situated at the intersection of key channels for
merchant shipping the port is an integral part
of the regional logistics chains.

2.2. Economic Potential and
Development

Many assessments have analyzed the probable
monetary effects of Gwadar Port. This
development project delivers a strategic and
conducive environment to enhance the Marine
trade of Pakistan, decrease transportation cost
and power, and enhance the capacity of
logistics. Limiting making special economic
zones (SEZs) in and around Gwadar perceived
to mobilize international investors and has the
penchant for the speeding up of the
industrialization process (Naz, 2024). Economic
diversification is the reason for technology
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players and logistic centers, which are attracted
to special economic zones (SEZs).

2.3 Geopolitical Implications

Indeed, plethora of write-ups has been written
in this area with a view to explaining the
geopolitical implications of Gwadar Port. Aijaz,
(2023) stated that Gwadar remarkably
enhanced Beijing’s strategic foothold in the
Indian Ocean as the city provides a direct link
between China and the Arabian Sea. Naseer,
(2022) noted that Indian policymakers are
concerned by the impacts likely to be caused by
Gwadar’s development on the strategic
relations balance in the region. Thus, the study
identified the need to balance on the one hand
geopolitical sensitivities management and on
the other hand the maximization the economic
benefits from Gwadar Port.

Thus, Gwadar Port is seen as a strategic since
China gets better access to the Arabian Sea and
rises its influence within the Indian Ocean
region. Situated at the entrance of the Strait of
Hormuz close to the Persian Gulf the port is
gradually assuming significance importance for
Beijing as the gateway to the Indian Ocean
(Butt, 2024).The following projects also mainly
rely on it: The China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) also has a particularly high
dependence on it.
For this reason, India is concerned with future
impacts on energy and oil from the Gulf of
Oman and insecurity in the Arabian Sea;
therefore, it has not developed Gwadar Port.
Gwadar is in the process of becoming China’s
strategic base in the region and so to balance the
equation, India is constructing Chabahar port.
Gwadar is nearby the port.
The Strait of Malacca poses a hindrance to
Chinese oil imports, the Gwadar Port bestows
China of a strategic oil shipping waypoint in the
Indian Ocean. This is because through location
of Gwadar Port China can enhance its spying
through installing listening stations to track
navy and marine activities in the gulf region.
2.4 Challenges and Risks

The following factors have been cited to have
hampered the development of the Gwadar Port:
Risk costs related to operating environment in
Balochistan could affect investment and
profitability. Environmental sustainability is
also an issue of concern; According to Qaddos,
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(2023)., people must protect coasts and marine
ecosystems. Residents need to assimilate
socioeconomically to be able to be part of the
development process in Gwadar district as
found out by the research.

2.5 Strategic Significance

Several advantages accrue from Gwadar Port's
advantageous location: Several advantages
accrue from Gwadar Port's advantageous
location:

Proximity to Key Trade Routes: Due to the
strategic location of Gwadar in the Strait of
Hormuz the global crude oil demand is always
secured. Being in the middle of the trade routes
the Arabian Sea aids in connecting the Middle
East and Central Asia. As a transshipment
point straddling South and East Asia, Africa,
and the Middle East the location of the port is
ideal.

Alternative Trade Corridors: Secondly, it
offers new commercial avenues which directly
affects Central Asian nations’ reliance on Iran
and Afghanistan, the traditional transit
facilities. The diversification of the trade routes
can help increase the existence of ‘economic
corridors’ thereby enhancing the access of
various' regions to other areas’ economies.
Energy and Resource Hub: The port is planned
as an energy and resources centre and the
refining, storage and transshipment services in
connection to the oil sector shall be provided in
the correspondingly designated island (Kazmi,
2023).They hold with confidence the key to the
world’s energy supply system because of the
deep sea port at Gwadar which can support very
large oil carrying vessels.

2.6 Economic Impact

Many aspects of Pakistan's maritime sector
would improve as a result of Gwadar Port's
development: Many aspects of Pakistan's
maritime sector would improve as a result of
Gwadar Port's development:
Maritime Trade and Logistics: Among such
expected outcomes of the recently enhanced
port facilities, some are the development of
maritime commerce, reduction in the
transportation expenses, and the improvement
of logistical efficiency. The cargo handling
equipment and bund depths that give it a
competitive edge in order to compete as a
regional port.
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Economic and Industrial Zones: The
development of SEZs around Gwadar would
seek to international investors to carry out
investment that raise industrialization level and
generate employment. Sectors fundamental to
the growth of any economy, for instance,
manufacturing, logistics, and technology have
been brought in by these SEZs thus acting as a
diversifying sector (Khan, M., 2024).

Tourism and Fisheries: Implementation and
development of fisheries will lead to an
improvement of the economic potential of the
economy together with the efficiency of
utilization of marine resources while on the
same note geographical location of Gwadar can
be ideal for tourism. Due to the natural feature
such as beach and beautiful sceneries there are
numerous opportunities for ecotourism and
recreation in Gwadar.

2.7 Maritime Trade and Logistics

The port of Gwadarwell connected and well-
equipped is all set to transform the maritime
sector of the Pakistan. Due to deep-sea berthing
capability, an extralarge ship carrying
containers can also be managed at the other
regional port hence reduce on congestion.
Through this increase in the capacity, trade
volumes would be stimulated due to the interest
of large shipping lines.

However, for the efficient functioning in
commercial implementation, there is a demand
for the development of its requisite logistic
sector like cold storages, transport, and
warehousing (KHAN, 2023). Thus, Gwadar is
considered an  ideal  destination for
transshipment activities due to effective
logistics to cut on the expenses of shipment and
number of days.

2.8 Industrial and Economic Zone:

The development of SEZs in the surrounding of
Gwadar is significant for Pakistan’s economic
strategy. With an aim of attracting the foreign
investors, these zones offer the companies tax
incentives, cheaper duties, and easy measures to
follow (SAJJAD, 2020).The SEZs need to
establish different sectors in the economy which
include industries such as technology, logistics,
and manufacturing sectors.

An important sector within the SEZs, the
Gwadar Free Zone covers more than 2,200 acres
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of area and is planned in phases. Out of the first
sixty acres the first development is comprised of
the wares and commercial buildings and the
distribution center. The second phase is attract
value adding businesses, which will include
high-tech and petrochemical businesses among
others.

2.9 Infrastructure  Development and
Investments

Being an important line of the BRI, the CPEC
has extended a sizeable amount of support for
establishing infrastructure in Gwadar. Through
the expansion of the port there has been
development of modern berths, Storage space
and transit links to most important Pakistani
and other international commercial Ccities
(Qaddos, 2023). According to Malik and
Naveed (2019), these improvements are
mandatory to maintain competitiveness by the
Port of Rotterdam and managing humongous
quantities of cargoes.

2.10 Effects on the Dynamics of Regional
Trade

Gwadar Port is one of the biggest transshipment
centre which has ability to revolutionized trade
in region. The study by Javed, & Ismail, (2021)
reveal that Gwadar can be used to transport
goods from South Asia, Middle East and
Central Asia cheaper and faster. These include,
but not limited to the following: The
development of Gwadar is expected to boost the
economy in various regions of Pakistan
especially the backward BalochistanMajeed,
(2023).

2.11 Blue Economy Potential
Proper use of the sea and sea resources for
economic growth, improved standards of living,
and income generation without compromising
the seas’ health is known as the blue economy.
According to Siddiqui and Rahman there are
three areas through which Gwadar’s
development could affect Pakistan’s blue
economy positively; marine logistics and fishing
and tourism. The development of the port has
a possibility of acting as acentral for innovation
of the overall maritime services and
technologies resulting in the provision of novel
growth possibilities.
One of the most significant positive effects of
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Gwadar’s development on the region can be
identified with abilities to innovate relationship
to marine services and technologies namely port
operations and administration, maritime safety,
and tracking marine ecology. Thus, the blue
economy of Pakistan may benefit its evolution
from the new technologies and services and
solutions based on them which could appear as
a result.

2.12 Tourism and Fisheries

The coastal location of Gwadar also enhances
the factor of tourism perspective so that more
and more tourist can be encouraged. With
gorgeous setting, many historical sites, clear
coastlines, there is lots of opportunities for
ecotourism and recreation. Investments that
would spur tourist development can involve
local and  foreign citizens  through
establishments such as hotel and resorts, leisure
complexes. The fishing industry also holds a
prospect for growth of Gwadar economy too.
PPT and aquaculture and sustainable of fishing
are possible as a result of availability of sea
resources within the region. One can invest in
modern type fishing boats, refrigeration
facilities and equipments for processing the fish
that will assist in improving the value chain as
well as enhance the export revenues.

2.13Regional Integration and Trade

Regional integration efforts revolve around
Gwadar Port:

The CPEC and Gwadar that initiate commerce
between China and Pakistan have provided
China a view of Arabian sea. Unquestionably,
if the main aim of the CPEC is to enhance the
regional interconnection and economic
cooperation, it is pivotal to focus on the
development of Gwadar.

Transnational Connectivity: From  the
intended connectivity of Gwadar, the further
aim is to develop rail and road links that link
South Asia to, Central Asia and the Middle
East. This will in turn assist in having economic
relations therefore promoting economic
interdependency and stability in the region
(Jaleel, 2019). More commerce could be
boosted by roads, trains and pipelines
connecting Gwadar to central markets in the
region.
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2.14Challenges and Considerations

There are a lot of challenges to developing
Gwadar Port, despite its potential:

Safety Concerns: Investment and operational
efficiency in Balochistan can take a hit due to
the region's tumultuous past. Tensions have
been running high in the unstable region of
Balochistan, which is home to Gwadar Port
(Asif, 2018). Regional instability, including
protests, has a track record of discouraging
investment and  decreasing  operational
efficiency. A more secure environment for the
development and operation of the port can be
achieved by the government's aggressive pursuit
of these security concerns.

Impact on the Environment: When planning the
expansion of port infrastructure and industrial
zones, it is essential to thoroughly assess the
environmental sustainability of the project in
order to protect coastal and marine ecosystems.
Planning the expansion of port facilities and
industrial zones should prioritize protecting
marine and coastal ecosystems through
ecologically responsible methods. There are
some who are concerned that the expansion of
the port could result in the disposal of
industrial waste into the water, including oil
spills, which could harm the ecosystem. Due to
the lack of enforcement of maritime pollution
regulations in Pakistan and the inadequacy of
fines, there are further concerns regarding the
environmental impact of the port's expansion.
Social and Economic Integration: The local people
have to reap the benefits of the development
that Gwadar holds in the future for any long-
term steady and fair development. Thus, the
development of the region particularly Gwadar
in this context should involve the locals as the
effort and development need to be sustainable
as well as community-oriented. Concerning the
Hargreaves’ opponents, they have envisioned
the potential consequences for communities
that surround the proposed port as well as the
necessity to connect the economies in order to
achieve fair advancement (Parveen, 2019).
Many jobs, especially in the sectors of ports and
the Baluchistan province, would be likely as a
result of the construction of Gwadar Port and
the CPEC programme. For the amelioration of
the socio-economic integration, out of which
the people of the region could get benefited by
the development of Gwedar Port, the prospects
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of growth and stability in the area, those
challenges need to be sorted out.

3 METHODOLOGY

Gwadar Port is one of the primary components
of Pakistan’s blue economy, and thus, this
research analyses the significance of Gwadar
port as a trade enabler for the region. Due to
this reason, this study will employ qualitative
research methods to ensure that the voices of
stakeholders such as governments, Gwadar
port’s local population, and foreign investors
are represented. Things like infrastructure
development, regional connectivity, economic
viability, environmental issues and policy
implications are some of the key issues that
come from the interviews and thematic analysis
of the research. GPCP has brought crucial
impact on Pakistan’s economy and its stance in
the region; this papers also demonstrate
directions to extend qualitative data
exploration.

3.1 Analysis of Data

1. Transcription

The first step in analyzing the data was
transcribing the interviews verbatim. This was
done to ensure a permanent and accurate
record of the discussions. Care was taken to
ensure that there were no omissions or
misinformation in the transcripts, preserving
the authenticity of the participants' responses.

2. Coding

Initial Coding (Open Coding)

e In the initial coding phase, also known as
open coding, the content of individual
parts of the transcript was described by
initial codes. This involved:

o Reading the transcripts: Each interview
transcript was read carefully.

o Identifying key phrases and concepts:
Important segments of the text were
highlighted.

o Assigning  descriptive  labels:  Each
important segment was labeled with a
code that captured the essence of the
content.

Initial Codes:

o  Geo_Strategy
e Trade Hub
e Eco_Opportunities
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e Reg Trade

e CPEC_Invest

e Cap_Enhance

e Pol_Security

e Admin_Barriers
e  Sustainability

e Econ_Integration
e Fish_Industry

e Marine_Tourism
e Marine_Logistics
e Comm_DBenefits

Focused Coding
e The next step was focused coding,
where initial codes were grouped into
larger categories or themes. This
involved:

o Grouping similar codes: Codes that
addressed similar concepts or issues
were grouped together.

o Developing overarching themes:
These groups were reviewed to
develop overarching themes that
encapsulated key points in the data.

Focused Codes:
e  Strategic Importance
o Grouping of Geo_Strategy and
Trade Hub codes.
¢  Economic Effect
o Grouping of
Eco_Opportunities and
Reg_Trade codes.
¢ Infrastructure Development
o Grouping of CPEC_Invest
and Cap_Enhance codes.
¢ Difficulties
o Grouping of Pol_Security and
Admin_Barriers codes.
e  Future Possibilities
o Grouping of Sustainability
and Econ_Integration codes.
¢ Blue Economy Contribution
o Grouping of Fish_Industry,
Marine Tourism, and
Marine_Logistics codes.
¢ Local Community Impacts
o Grouping of Comm_Benefits
codes.
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3.2 Analyzing Themes

Thematic Analysis:

The thematic analysis process involved
identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns
(themes) within the data. Here is the thematic
analysis for the research on Gwadar Port:

Strategic Importance

. Geopolitical ~Significance: Gwadar
Port's strategic location near the Strait of
Hormuz enhances its importance for regional
and global trade routes, especially for energy
transportation.

. Trade Hub DPotential: The port’s
position on major maritime routes makes it a
critical node for trade, potentially easing
congestion at other regional ports.

Economic Effect

e  Economic Opportunities: Development
of Gwadar Port under the CPEC has attracted
significant ~ national ~and  international
investments, boosting economic activities and
creating employment opportunities.

e Regional Trade Dynamics: The port
facilitates trade relations among Central Asia,
the Middle East, and South Asia, promoting
economic integration and reshaping regional
trade patterns.

Infrastructure Development

¢ CPEC Investments: Investments under the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor have
modernized  the  port’s  infrastructure,
enhancing its capacity and efficiency.

e Capacity Enhancement: Upgraded docks,
cargo facilities, and transportation networks
have significantly improved the port's
operational capabilities.

Difficulties

e Political and Security Issues: Political
instability and security concerns in the region
have limited the port's economic potential.

e  Administrative Barriers: Bureaucratic
inefficiencies and governance issues have
hindered smooth operations and further
development.

e  Sustainable Development: Emphasizing
sustainability in future projects can ensure long-
term economic and environmental benefits.

e Economic Integration: = Continued
development of Gwadar Port can enhance
regional economic integration and cooperation.

Blue Economy Contribution

e  TFisheries Sector: The port has boosted the
fishing industry by providing better processing
and preservation facilities and improving
market access.

e Marine Tourism: Development of
tourism centers in Gwadar has increased
business activities and created employment
opportunities in the region.

e  Marine Logistics: Expansion of maritime
transport and technology through Gwadar Port
has enhanced Pakistan’s blue economy.

Local Community Impacts

e Economic and  Social = Benefits:
Development of the port has led to improved
infrastructure, employment opportunities, and
higher income levels for local communities.

e Social Challenges: Rapid development has
caused issues such as displacement of locals,
environmental degradation, and inadequate
compensation.

4 KEY FINDINGS:

Key results addressing the role of Gwadar Port
in promoting regional commerce and
expanding Pakistan’s blue economy have
emerged from evaluating the qualitative data
obtained from interviews and analysis: Key
results addressing the role of Gwadar Port in
promoting regional commerce and expanding
Pakistan’s blue economy have emerged from
evaluating the qualitative data obtained from
interviews and analysis:

4.1 Strategic Importance of GwadarPort:
Strategic Importance of Gwadar Port:
Geopolitical Advantage:
An important element of geopolitical
significance is the possibility to import and
export energy in a different way through
Gwadar Port situated in the advantageous point
of the Strait of Hormuz for the countries of

Future Possibilities Central Asia and China.
Trade Hub Potential:
https://ijssbulletin.com | Ahmed & Imran, 2025 | Page 533
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The place of the port on the primary transit
routes for maritime trade makes it a crucial
node in the domestic and global commerce and
this in turn can relax the congestion of other
overburdened ports in the region.
4.2Infrastructure Development and
Investments:

e CPEC Investments: Through the ports,
modern docks and cargo processing
facilities, along with connectivity with
Gwadar through road/rail networks, which
has been upgraded through Ilarge
investments made under CPEC.

e Capacity Enhancement: It has become
even more efficient due to the factor of
capacity to handle more goods in this case
making it more competitive.

4.3 Impact on Regional Trade
Dynamics:Impact on  Regional Trade
Dynamics:

o Trade Facilitation: Due to Gwadar Port
carriage access with better and shorter
connection time, more trade relations
between Central Asia, the Middle East and
South Asia are witnessed. As a result, the
balance within the local economy’s
structure is shifting.

e  Economic Integration: In one way the port
supports regional integration through the
encouragement of business relations and
interaction between neighboring countries.

4.4Economic Benefits and Challenges:

e  Economic Opportunitiess:Gwadar Port has
stimulated advancement and massive
investment commitments from national
and international firms in the region many
domains, including logistic warehouse
which are advantageous to the economy.

o Challenges and Barriers: For instance,
political ~ problems, insecurity, and
administrative problems among others
have made the port’s economic values come
with some limited effectiveness in the port.

4.5 Contributions to Pakistan's Blue Economy:
Contributions to Pakistan's Blue Economy:

e  Fisheries Sector: Importance of Pakistan's
Blue Economy: The following are the five
steps involved: The fishing industry has
really benefitted from the development of
Gwadar Port; increased processing and
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preservation facilities have been made
available and the market access has also
been made easy.

e Marine Tourism: Some of the major
benefits of tourist includes increasance in
business activities in the region due to the
tourist’s centre in Gwadar and employment
opportunities that has risen due to the
growth of tourist industry.

e Marine Logistics: Pakistan’s blue economy
is being enhanced through the expansion
of the port that has enhanced maritime
transport and technology.

4.6 Local Community Impacts:

e Economic and Social Benefits: As a
result, a positive impact of the expanded
port has been achieved through better
infrastructure, employment, and higher
income levels for the people.

e Social Challenges: There are also social
issues arising from the fast pace of
development, these issues include;
Resettling the locals, abusing the
environment, and inadequate
compensation to those who have affected
by the development.

4.7 Future Prospects and Strategic
Recommendations:

e Sustainability Focus: Subsequent
economic  development  programmes
should be taken from sustainability
prospective if sustainable economic and
environment gains are to be realised in the
distant future. One of the actions is
funding on green technology and
renewable energy.

e Policy Reforms: To enhance the climate
for investment and economic
development, there is need to alter our
policies to reduce the level of bureaucracy,
tighten up security, and encourage new
companies.

e Regional cooperation: Trade role of
Gwadar may be enhanced through the
better relations and cooperation within
the region which may develop into more
prosperity and peace in the region.

| Ahmed & Imran, 2025 | Page 534



NITTDNIATIANIA 1IN MONIAT AT
> NTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

‘, J SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN

Volume 3, Issue 9, 2025

Thus, the results of the study contribute to the
understanding of the effects of Gwadar Port on
the regional and Pakistan business as well as the
development of the blue economy. This paper
has demonstrated the significance of the port in
the general strategic and economic framework,
as well as the issues that must be addressed to
effectively develop the said potential.

5 CONCLUSION

As a revolutionary project, Gwadar Port holds
the prospect to augment Pakistan’s blue
economy sector, and rewrite the rules of the
neighboring nation’s trading. This is well
sustained by the central situatedness and large
capital investments in physical facilities that
make them cardinal in fostering cooperation
and economic development in the region.
Nevertheless, if Gwadar has to reach its
optimum of viability, its security,
environmental and socioeconomic problems
must be addressed. If the stakeholders take the
required precautions and work in unison with
one another, then Gwadar Port could one day

level

become an icon of the cooperative spirit in
South Asia’s geopolitics as well as a successful
economic tale.

Furthermore, the present research adopts a
qualitative method using semi-structured
interviews to assess the Gwadar Port’s
contribution to the trade and the blue economy
of the Pakistan coastal areas. The detailed data
collection and analysis processes implemented
in this study due to the identified interactions
with various stakeholders make the findings of
this study insightful to inform developmental
and policy strategies for sustainable growth and
development.
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Appendices
Property Value
Country Pakistan
Location Gwadar. Balochistan
Coordinates 25 1105°N 62.3396°E
UN/LOCODE PK GWD
Built Phases: I (2002-2030), IT(2030-2037), ITT (2037-2043)
Opened 2002
Operated by Gwadar Port Authority, Marttime Secretary of Pakistan, China
Overseas Port Holding Company

Gwadar Port is a deep natural Sea port in the
Baluchistan province of Pakistan located on the
coast of Arabian Sea. First phase of work
involving $248 million was completed in 2007.
The following is the sequence of the second
stage and third stage. The operational
management of the port is under China
Overseas Port Holding Company while the
management authority is under the Pakistan
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Government’s Maritime Secretary who in turn
submits to the Gwadar Port Authority.
Its strategic position in the Strait of Hormuz
makes the port center to the world trade
connections involving the Middle East, and
parts of South Asia, Central Asia among others.
CPEC is a framework of the BRI strategy that
works as the intersection point between the Belt
and Road Initiative and the Maritime Silk Road
plan.

| Ahmed & Imran, 2025 | Page 536




INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN Volume 3, Issue 9, 2025
ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

https://ijssbulletin.com | Ahmed & Imran, 2025 | Page 537



