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ABSTRACT

Global human rights discourse emphasises girlchild rights, reflecting legal and social
transformation. This study investigates international, regional and national girlchild rights
frameworks to show how socioeconomic factors affect law enforcement, policy implementation and
lived experiences. Comparing education, health and social protection systems to girls' empowerment
and well-being utilizing cross-national data, human development indicators and case-based evidence.
The CRC and CEDAW have raised normative criteria, yet many states still have gaps between
official legislation and real implementation. Poor education, patriarchal attitudes, early marriage
and structural inequalities limit progress, especially in low- and middle-income nations. Countries
that invest in gendersensitive education, health and community participation see equality and
social inclusion increase. This article suggests that achieving girl-child rights needs intersectional,
culturally adaptable and accountability-based methods, not only policy adoption. A worldwide
approach of legislative change, education and community-driven activism may bridge the rights
recognition-to-realworld results gap, furthering gender justice and sustainable human development.

Keywords: Girl Child, Girl-Child Rights, Education, Health, Child Marriage, Gender-Based

Violence.

1. Introduction:

Girl-children are complex intersections of
gender, age and socioeconomic vulnerability.
Wide-ranging prejudice limits the opportunities
and human rights of millions of girls globally
(Ali et al., 2023). Poor education, healthcare,
gender-based violence and early or forced
marriage plague both developing and developed
nations (Okpokwasili et al.,2024). Cultural
norms, patriarchy and structural inequalities
cause poverty and marginalisation (Simon et al.,
2025). Girls' lived experiences differ greatly
within and within nations despite decades of
advocacy and legal reform, revealing uneven
gender equality and social justice progress
(Akinwale et al., 2023). Providing opportunities
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for girls is a strategic investment in sustainable
development and a moral or social obligation,
according to UNICEF, UN Women and the
WHO. WHO/UNICEEF (2020). Education and
empowerment of women enhances economic
productivity, public health and social well-being
(Sambili et al., 2022).
Goals 4 (Quality Education), 5 (Gender
Equality) and 10 (Reduced Inequalities) of the
Sustainable  Development Goals (SDGs)
emphasize girls' rights and development globally
(Leal Filho et al., 2022). Global commitments
for girls are hampered by sociocultural norms,
gender stereotypes, economic inequalities,
political  instability —and  poor  policy
implementation (Smith et al., 2022). This review
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paper links international legal frameworks with
local policy implementation by synthesizing
global and regional girl-child rights views. It
examines how various nations understand,
adapt and enforce gender equality and
protection and how laws, policies and social
interventions impact girls' lives in distinct
cultural, economic and political situations.

The evolution of international and national
frameworks that have shaped girl-child rights
discourse; a comparative policy evaluation across
Africa, South Asia, Latin America, and Europe;
empirical outcomes related to education, health,
and empowerment; and persistent challenges
and evidence-based reform strategies are
examined. A global human-rights framework is
used to evaluate how governance systems, social
structures, and cultural norms influence females
globally (Frédén et al., 2020). It finds that
significant development needs legislative and
policy commitment and structural reform based
on equity, accountability, education, and
community engagement. The world must work
together to ensure every girl has rights and
realizes her potential (Merry et al., 2024).

1.1. International Legal Framework for Girl-

Child Rights
The legal underpinning for girl-child rights is
global conventions, accords, and policy

GLOBAL LEVEL
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CEDAW
SDGs

{

REGIONAL LEVEL

African Charter
Belém do Para
Istanbul Convention

v

NATIONAL LEVEL
Education, health
and protection
policies

instruments that recognize the inherent dignity,
equality, and worth of all children (Kumariet al.,
2024). The 1989 UN General Assembly
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
defines children's civil, political, economic,
social, and cultural rights (Giwa et al., 2023).
Article 2 of the CRC prohibits sex
discrimination, and Article 3 mandates that all
child-related actions be in their best interests
(Agu et al., 2025). It also emphasizes education,
health, abuse prevention, and decision-making,
providing a universal legislative framework for
girl-child protection (Ali et al., 2023). The 1979
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
promotes gender equality and women's
empowerment alongside the CRC (Gleeson et
al.,, 2024). CEDAW requires governments to
reform social and cultural practices to eliminate
gender stereotypes in education, labor, and
health (de Silva de Alwis et al., 2023). In 2017,
the CEDAW Committee issued General
Recommendation No. 36 on child marriage,
reproductive health, and girls' education
(Vijeyarasa et al., 2020). CRC and CEDAW link
child rights and gender equality, emphasizing
the need for comprehensive legal and policy

remedies to girl-child vulnerability (Manjoo et
al., 2024).
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4>‘ Implementation ’
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Figure 1: Global Framework for Girl-Child Rights

These worldwide instruments and regional
charters and agreements guarantee girl-child
rights in different cultural and geopolitical
contexts. Article 21 of the landmark African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
(1990) promotes cultural identity and bans child

marriage and harmful traditional practices
(Sloth-Nielsen et al., 2025). The Charter
promotes gender equality in education and
protection against abuse. The 1994 Belém do
Pard Convention mandates member states to
safeguard women and girls from public and
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private violence. European Social Charter and
Council of Europe Istanbul Convention (2011)
are powerful legislative weapons for combatting
gender-based violence and promoting equal
education and employment (Sosaet al.,2022).
Regional tools reinforce international norms

and adapt them to local conditions, realizing
that cultural attitudes, legal traditions, and
institutional capability vary by area (Bentum-

Micah et al., 2025).

Table 1: Key International Conventions Supporting Girl-Child Rights

Convention / Charter  Year Main Objectives Focus on Girl-Child References
Adopted
Convention on the 1989 Protects civil, Ensures non- United Nations

Rights of the Child
(CRO)

political, economic
and social rights of

discrimination and
the best interests of

the child

(1989)

all children
Convention on the 1979 Eliminates
Elimination of All based

Forms of
Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW)

African Charter on the 1990
Rights and Welfare of

gender- Addresses

Promotes

United Nations
discrimination (1979)

discrimination and against  girls  in
promotes equality

education, health
and culture

child Explicitly prohibits Organization of
rights within African child marriage and African Unity

the Child cultural contexts harmful practices (1990)

Istanbul Convention 2011 Prevents  violence Ensures protection, Council of
against women and prosecution and Europe (2011)
girls in Europe prevention

frameworks

1.2. Integration of SDGs into Girl-Child Rights

The UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) explicitly connect girl-child rights to
development, enhancing global legal and policy
commitment (Agwor et al., 2022). SDG 4 is
inclusion and quality education, whereas SDG 5
is gender equality and empowerment of women
and girls (Monaco et al, 2024). The
governments should implement gender-
responsive budgeting, education reforms, and
social protection systems to address gender
inequality's complexity (Edwards-Jauch et al,,
2022). UNICEF's Gender Action Plan (2022-
2025) and UN Women's Generation Equality
Initiative have operationalized these pledges by
eliminating child marriage, decreasing gender-
based violence, and boosting girls' digital and
economic resources (Edwards-Jauch et al., 2022).
Many nations sign global agreements but fail to
integrate them into national legislation or fund
enforcement (Hoffman et al.,, 2022). Female
inheritance, education, and marriage rights are
frequently weakened by customary and religious

rules (Mkandhla et al., 2024).
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1.3.  Dependence on National Implementation

Thus, girl-child rights legislation globally is
comprehensive, but its effectiveness relies on
national political will, institutional capacity, and
social transformation (Efevbera et al., 2020).
National measures backed by thorough
monitoring, community engagement, and
gender-sensitive governance make global and
regional conventions effective (Onie et al.,
2024). The following part will analyses how these
international principles are understood and
implemented in Africa, South Asia, Latin
America, and Europe to understand how legal
commitments become social consequences and
the complicated interaction between law,
culture, and implementation.

1.4. African Regional Context

Globally, legal, social, and cultural norms impact
gitl-child rights implementation (Ige et al.,
2024). Many African nations have incorporated
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare
of the Child into their legal systems (Johnson et
al.,, 2020). Rwanda, South Africa, and Kenya
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have gender-sensitive constitutions and policies
to empower females (Idowu et al., 2024).
Rwanda's near gender parity in basic education
and high female government participation show
how political will may lead to results (Niyonzima
et al., 2025). Poverty, poor governance and
harmful cultural practices including child
marriage, FGM and gender-based violence make
enforcement uneven in Nigeria, Malawi and
Ethiopia (FOLORUNSHO et al., 2025). Despite
of legal improvements, customary and religious
restrictions hinder girls' rights, especially in rural
areas (Mbaku et al, 2021). Governments,
community leaders and civil society must
collaborate to sustain the African Union's
Campaign to End Child Marriage (2014-2025)
and UNICEF's Let Girls Learn project (Banati et
al., 2021).

1.5.  South Asian Regional Context

South Asia has one of the largest female
populations and legal frameworks have
expanded over the past two decades (Islam et al.,
2025). India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka
have health, education and child marriage
programs  (Subramanee et al, 2022).
Bangladesh's National Plan of Action to abolish
Child Marriage aims to abolish child marriage by
2030, whereas India's 2015 Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao campaign promotes girls' survival,
protection and education (Kumar et al., 2023
The Child Rights Act and constitution of Nepal
have improved girls' education and safety.
Patriarchy, dowry and son preference limit girl-
child rights (Chapagain et al., 20250). Many
females in the region work or marry early due to
gender-based violence, inadequate reproductive
healthcare ~ and  economic  restrictions.
Sustainable  change requires community
participation and gender-sensitive education, as
rural and urban success varies (Grugel et al.,

2022).

1.6. Latin American Regional Context

The constitutional safeguards, progressive laws
and gender-focused social initiatives have
reinforced Latin American girl-child rights
(Fambasayi et al., 2024). Education, gender-
based violence and adolescent reproductive
health are comprehensive in Mexico, Brazil and
Argentina (Buenestado-Fernidndez et al., 2024).
Bolsa Familia and Prospera programs in Brazil
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and Mexico demonstrate that conditional cash
transfers enhance girls' school attendance and
healthcare access (Chan et al, 2023). Low-
income and indigenous girls have high rates of
adolescent pregnancy, sexual exploitation and
school  dropouts  notwithstanding  legal
achievements (DORTHEA et al.,2024). The
enforcement and resource distribution vary
under the Inter-American Convention of Belém
do Para on gender-based violence (Niksch et al.,
2023).  Genderresponsive  strategies  are
hindered by political and socioeconomic
instability, marginalizing many girls (Inayatillah

et al., 2025).

1.7. Europe and North America

Girl-child rights institutions and enforcement
are better in Europe and North America due to
longstanding gender equality and child welfare
commitments (Holzscheiter et al., 2021). The
Istanbul Convention (2011) and European
Social Charter established EU education,
healthcare and violence prevention systems
(Leye et al.,2021). Most European nations have
virtually universal female literacy, school
attendance, progressive reproductive health
policies and anti-discrimination laws (Hatipoglu
etal., 2025).

Minorities, refugees and migrants confront
discrimination and legal barriers to education
and healthcare. Despite robust child safety
systems, racial inequality, sexual exploitation
and the digital gender barrier affect certain girls
in Canada and the US (Ceia et al., 2021).
Despite these issues, Europe and North America
show how institutional capacity, legal
accountability and social awareness may protect
and empower girls.

1.8. Comparative Regional Insights

These regional assessments show that while
there are legal and regulatory frameworks
globally, implementation gaps, cultural
opposition and socioeconomic inequities
continue to affect girl-child rights (Ojonget al.,
2025). Global norms work best when they are
tailored to local situations, funded and enforced
transparently (Abbott et al., 2021). Therefore,
the global pursuit of equality for the girl-child
requires not only legislative reform but also
transformative social change, community-based
participation and targeted interventions that
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prioritize the most marginalized and atrisk

populations.

Table 2: Comparative Analysis of Girl-Child Rights—Pakistan vs India

Dimension Pakistan India

International Ratified CRC (1990), CEDAW Ratified CRC (1992), CEDAW (1993);

Commitments (1996); reporting under SDGs 4 reporting under SDGs 4 & 5
& 5

Constitutional Article 25-A: free and compulsory  Directive Principles and Fundamental

Guarantees education (ages 5-16); Articles 34 Rights ensure equality; Article 15(3)
& 37 stress equality and allows special provisions for women and
protection of women and children; Article 21-A guarantees free
children and compulsory education

Minimum Legal Age
of Marriage (Girls)

Key Child Protection
Laws

Sindh = 18 years; other provinces
follow 1929 Act = 16 years;
national debate on uniform age

Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929
(amended); Zainab Alert Act 2020;
Juvenile Justice Act 2018; NCRC

Act 2017
Institutional National Commission on the
Framework Rights of Child (NCRC);
Provincial ~Child  Protection
Authorities
Major Government Benazir Income Support
Programs Programme (BISP); Waseela-e-

Education Indicators

Taleem; provincial stipend &
health schemes
" 45-55 % (national average,

(Girls, Secondary varies by province)

Completion %)

Child Marriage =~ 18-21 % (national average,
Prevalence (% of higher in rural areas)

women 20-24

married < 18)

Healthcare Access ~ 60 % (WHO 2021)

(UHC Index)

Key Challenges Legal fragmentation,

Recent Progress

enforcement capacity, cultural
resistance, low rural literacy,
gender-based violence

Zainab Alert Act 2020, NCRC
BISP
Sindh

education
uniform

activation,
stipends,
marriage age

18 years nationwide under Prohibition of

Child Marriage Act (2006)

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006;
POCSO Act 2012; RTE Act 2009; Juvenile
Justice Act 2015

National Commission for Protection of

Child Rights (NCPCR); State
Commissions for Protection of Child
Rights

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, POSHAN
Abhiyaan, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana,
National Education Policy 2020

~ 80-85 % (national average)

23 % (national average, declining
trend)

~ 61 % (WHO 2021)

Inter-state variation, early unions in
marginalized districts, digital divide,
adolescent safety

Decline in child marriage, near-universal
primary enrolment, enhanced female
literacy, gender-inclusive policies

The comparative overview of Pakistan and India
highlights both shared and
divergent progress in advancing girl-child rights.
India has achieved greater uniformity in its legal
framework and outcomes, particularly through

the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006 and

commitments
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the Right to Education Act 2009 which have
collectively strengthened and
increased girls’ enrolment to above 80 percent.
Pakistan has grown steadily yet unevenly.

Pakistan has gradually linked its local legislation
with UN guidelines since ratifying the CRC in

enforcement
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1990 and CEDAW in 1996. Article 25-A of the
Constitution guarantees free and compulsory
education, the National Commission on the
Rights of Child Act 2017, the Juvenile Justice
System Act 2018 and the Zainab Alert, Response
and Recovery Act 2020 strengthen child
protection and gender equality. The Sindh
Child Marriage Restraint Act 2013 is a
provincial best practice, setting the legal
marriage age for females at 18 years in
compliance with CRC and CEDAW standards.

Enforcement differs in provinces that use the

outdated Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929
which lowers the age limit to 16. SDG 4, 5 and
16  participation shows Pakistan's rising
commitment to education, gender equity and
institutional accountability. The Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP) and conditional
cash-transfer Waseela-e-Taleem help low-income
girls attend school. Rural-urban inequities,
institutional coordination,
restrictions and socio-cultural gender change
opposition  persist notwithstanding these
advances.

economic

Comparative Indicators of Girl-Child Welfare Across Regions

100} [ Girls' School Completion (%)
m Child Marriage before 18 (%)
B Healthcare Access (UHC Index)
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Figure 2: Comparative Indicators of Girl-Child Welfare Across Regions

Figure 2 compares girl-child welfare indices in
Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, Latin America
& the Caribbean and Europe & North America.
Despite 93% of Latin American and Caribbean
females being educated, adolescent pregnancies
and inequality persist. In contrast, Europe and
North America have high schooling rates (98%)
and low child-marriage rates (<10%) owing to

effective health and social initiatives. Despite
global progress, low- and middle-income regions
struggle with institutional capacity, healthcare
access (UHC Index < 65) and gender norms.
Thus, teenage females require good education,
community participation and universal health
coverage to achieve comparable outcomes.

Table 3: Regional Comparison of Legal and Policy Implementation

Region Key Legal Major Persistent References
Frameworks Achievements Challenges

Africa CRC, African  Gender-sensitive Enforcement gaps, African Union.
Charter, AU constitutions, rise harmful cultural (2018).

in girls’ education

practices
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Campaign to End

Child Marriage
South National child Awareness
Asia rights laws, SDG- programs,
linked policies improved
rates
Latin Constitutional Conditional
America reforms, Belém do transfers

Para Convention

Europe & Istanbul Universal
North Convention, Social education,
America Charter

laws

anti- migrant/minority
discrimination

Patriarchal norms, African Union.

child marriage, (2020).

literacy dowry

cash Teenage pregnancy, Economic
(Bolsa socioeconomic
Familia, Prospera)

Commission for
Latin America and
the Caribbean
(ECLACQ). (2022).

Inequality  among United Nations
Children’s Fund
(UNICEPF). (2021).

inequality

populations

2. Policy Recommendations

Global girl-child rights demand implementable
initiatives  beyond  policymaking.  Gitls'
education, health and social needs require
gender-responsive  budgeting. Harmonizing
national and local legislation with CEDAW and
the CRC ensures uniformity and effective
enforcement. Gender-sensitive policy
implementation will increase with law
enforcement, educator and community leader
capability. The community knowledge and

grassroots mobilization can change patriarchal
attitudes and harmful practices like child
marriage and FGM. Government, NGO and
international organization cooperation should
include education, healthcare and economic
empowerment for females. Gender equality in
the digital age involves digital literacy and tech-
based schooling. Finally, effective monitoring
and evaluation will track girl-child rights
progress, identify gaps and assure accountability.

Table 4: Policy Recommendations for Strengthening Girl-Child Rights

Policy Area Recommended Action Expected Impact

Education Enforce free and safe access to schools; Increased literacy and economic
promote STEM for girls independence

Health Provide reproductive health services Improved adolescent health and

and nutrition programs

Legal Protection Harmonize  national

reduced maternal mortality
with Greater enforcement and gender

CEDAW and CRC justice
Community Awareness campaigns and grassroots Reduction in child marriage and
Empowerment engagement gender violence
Technology & Introduce digital literacy programs for Bridging the gender digital divide
Innovation girls

3. Research Directions

Although gender equality and women's rights
research is abundant, empirical and longitudinal
girl-child demographic studies are needed. It is
compulsory to examine how government and
NGO actions affect girls' education, health and
socioeconomic results across time. Rural-urban
comparisons show national inequality. Inclusive
policy approaches need intersectional studies of
class, racism, disability and geography and girls'
rights. Digital transformation and climate
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change affect girl-child rights, thus scholars
should study them. Understanding how digital
education or environmental issues affect women
may inform policy changes. Participatory
research should incorporate women's views and
experiences into policy frameworks. Research on
regional realities and intersectional settings may
empower women more effectively, fairly and
sustainably.
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4. Final Reflection

Girl-child rights are moral and developmental
imperatives worldwide. Progress requires social
action for females' development instead just
policy exaggeration. It is compulsory to remove

structural impediments by political
commitments, social transformation and
international collaboration to promote the

equality.

Reform

- Social
Transformation

Figure 3: Model of Integrated Action for Girl—Chiid Empowerment

Conclusion:

The worldwide situation is improving, though
the literacy, empowerment and social
involvement have improved due to girls'
education, sexual and reproductive health rights
and gender-based violence prevention. Rights-
based initiatives combined with targeted policy
measures like conditional cash transfers,
inclusive schooling and community sensitization
improve  social mobility and = human
development. The policy implementation must
coincide with local cultural understanding and
grassroots involvement to preserve progress,
according to such data. Global, intersectional,
inclusive and accountable efforts are required to
improve girl-child rights. From ratification to
active fulfilment, countries must enhance child
welfare institutions and gender-responsive
budgeting and governance. To change public
opinions and eliminate damaging stereotypes,
civil society, education and media are equally
vital. Social equality, dignity and opportunity for
all girls need multidimensional partnership.

References:

Ali, M. A., & Kamrajum, M. (2023). Ethical
dimensions of promoting girl child
education for social
empowerment.“, The Deccan

Geographer” Jouwrnal, 61(3), 205-217.

https://ijssbulletin.com

| Bashir et al., 2025 |

Okpokwasili, O. (2024). GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE: A BARRIER TO
ACHIEVING HUMAN RIGHTS
AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS IN
NIGERIA. JASSDJournal ~ of  African
Studies and Sustainable Development, 5(2).

Simon, R., & Hasan, S. (2025). Patriarchy and
Gender Inequality: A Comprehensive
Analysis of Women's Empowerment in
Contemporary India. Gender
Issues, 42(1), 7.

Akinwale, A. A. (2023). Gender equity and
social progress: empowering women
and girls to drive sustainable
development in Sub-Saharan
Africa. International Journal of Innovation
Research and Advanced Studies.

World Health Organization, & United Nations
Children's Fund. (2020). Protect the
progress: rise, refocus and recover: 2020
progress report on the Every Woman Every
Child  Global Strategy for Women's,
Children's and Adolescents’ Health (2016-
2030). World Health Organization.

Sambili, E., & Ngeno, N. (2022). Growth and
Economic  Transformation Strategy
(Gets) for Somalia: Social Sector-
Education and Health for Women and
Youth Empowerment.

Page 36



> INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN
ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 () 3007-1909

Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

Leal Filho, W., Kovaleva, M., Tsani, S., Tirca, D.
M., Shiel, C., Dinis, M. A. P., ... &
Tripathi, S. (2022). Promoting gender
equality  across the  sustainable

development goals. Environment,
Development and Sustainability, 1.

Smith, S. G., & Sinkford, J. C. (2022). Gender
equality in the 21st century:
Overcoming barriers to women's
leadership in global health. Journal of
Dental Education, 86(9), 1144-1173.

Efevbera, Y., & Bhabha, J. (2020). Defining and
deconstructing girl child marriage and
applications  to  global  public
health. BMC public health, 20(1), 1547.

Frodén, S., & Quennerstedt, A. (2020). The
child as a  gendered  rights
holder. Childhood, 27(2), 143-157.

Eden, C. A., Chisom, O. N., & Adeniyi, 1. S.
(2024). Education policy and social
change: Examining the impact of
reform initiatives on equity and
access. International Journal of Science and
Research Archive, 11(2), 139-146.

Merry, S. E. (2024). Human rights & gender
violence: Translating international law into
local justice. University of Chicago Press.

Kumari, N. (2024). Rights of the girl child in India:
Struggle for existence and well-being.
Routledge India.

Giwa, D. C. (2023). A Critical Analysis of the
Legal and Institutional Frameworks for
the Protection of the Right of the Child
in Nigeria. Available at SSRN 4581396.

Agu, S. (2025). Convention on the Rights of the
Child, Its Optional Protocols and Work
and Documents of the CRC
Committee. In The International Legal
Protection  of  Children in  Street
Situations (pp. 121-190). Cham:
Springer Nature Switzerland.

Ali, M. A., & Kamrajum, M. (2023). Ethical
dimensions of promoting girl child
education for social
empowerment.“, The Deccan
Geographer” Jouwrnal, 61(3), 205-217.

Gleeson, M. (2024). Unlocking CEDAW'S
transformative potential: Asylum cases
before the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against
Women. American Journal of

International Law, 118(1), 41-97.

https://ijssbulletin.com

| Bashir et al., 2025 |

de Silva de Alwis, R. (2023). Addressing the
Evolving Concept of Gender and

Stereotypes in
International Norm Creation:
Directions for a New CEDAW General
Recommendation. U of Penn Law School,
Public Law Research Paper, (23-21), 129.

Vijeyarasa, R. (2020). CEDAW’s General
Recommendation No. 35: A quarter of
a century of evolutionary approaches to

Intersectional

violence against women. Journal of
Human Rights, 19(2), 153-167.

Manjoo, R., & Beninger, C. (2024). Closing the
Protection Gap Through a Legally
Binding cedaw Optional Protocol on
Violence  against Women  and
Girls. International Human Rights Law
Review, 13(2), 313-358.

Sloth-Nielsen, J., Fokala, E., & Odongo, G.
(Eds.). (2025). The African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child: A

Commentary. Pretoria University Law

Press.
Sosa, L., & Mestre i Mestre, R. (2022). Ensuring
the Non-Discriminatory

Implementation of Measures against
Violence  Against Women  And
Domestic Violence: Article 4, Paragraph
3, of The Istanbul Convention: A
collection of papers on the Council of
Europe Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and
domestic violence.

Bentum-Micah, G., Zhao, S., Ampofo, ]., Kodua,
L. T, Luo, A., & Meng, Y. (2025). E-
business cooperation between China
and West Africa: Investigating the risks
and challenges. Acta Psychologica, 258,
105249.

United Nations. (1989). Convention on the
Rights of the Child. United Nations
General Assembly, Resolution 44/25,
adopted 20 November 1989. Retrieved
from
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instrument
s
mechanisms/instruments/convention-

rights-child

Page 37



> INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

dﬂ SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN

United Nations. (1979). Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination ~ Against ~ Women
(CEDAW). United Nations General
Assembly, Resolution 34/180, adopted
18 December 1979. Retrieved from
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instrument
s
mechanisms/instruments/convention-
elimination-all-forms-discrimination-
against-women

Organisation of African Unity (OAU). (1990).
African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child. Adopted 11 July
1990, entered into force 29 November
1999. Addis Ababa: OAU. Retrieved
from
https://www.acerwc.africa/en/page/ab
out-the-charter

Council of Europe. (2011). Council of Europe
Convention on Preventing and
Combating Violence Against Women
and Domestic Violence (Istanbul
Convention). Adopted 11 May 2011,
entered into force 1 August 2014.
Strasbourg:  Council of Europe.
Retrieved from
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-
convention,/key-facts

Agwor, D. O., Nyekwere, E. H., & Okogbule, L.
C. (2022). A legal assessment of the
protection of the human rights of
women and children under the united
nations 2030 agenda for sustainable
development goals (sdgs) in the light of
some selected human rights
instruments.

Monaco, S. (2024). SDG 5. Achieve Gender
Equality and Empower All Women and
Girls.  In Identity,
Sustainability: Challenges and
Opportunities for Achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (pp. 51-
62). Emerald Publishing Limited.

EdwardsJauch, L. (2022). Gender-responsive
budgeting, gender equality and the
empowerment of women. Inequality and

Social Justice, 1(1), 135-149.

Territories  and

https://ijssbulletin.com

| Bashir et al., 2025 |

Hoffman, S. J., Baral, P., Rogers Van Katwyk, S.,
Sritharan, L., Hughsam, M., Randhawa,
H.,, .. & DPoirier, M. J. (2022).
International treaties have mostly failed
to produce their intended
effects. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, 119(32),
e21228541109.

Mkandhla, S. (2024). Consent to minor
customary marriages perpetuates abuse
towards african gitls and women in
south africa.

Efevbera, Y., & Bhabha, J. (2020). Defining and
deconstructing girl child marriage and
applications  to  global  public
health. BMC public health, 20(1), 1547.

Onie, F. H. (2024). Women’s Right in the
International Instruments: A Legal Study.
Department of Law and Justice.

Ige, T. O., Alfred, S. D. Y., Akinwalere, B. O., &
Olusegun, 1. J. (2024). Socioeconomic,
Cultural and Institutional Factors
Influencing Girl-Child Dropout And
Strategies For Enhancing Secondary
Education In Rural Areas Of Kwara
And Osun States, Nigeria. Integrity
Journal of Education and Training, 8(2),
51-61.

Johnson, A. K., & Sloth-Nielsen, J. (2020).
Child protection, safeguarding and the
role of the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child:
Looking back and looking
ahead. African  Human Rights Law
Journal, 20(2), 643-666.

Idowu, O. O. (2024). Women-focused
legislation, economic empowerment
and sustainable development in africa.
In Development and Regional Stability in
Africa: Unlocking Potential (pp. 107-130).
Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland.

Niyonzima, E. (2025). Examining the impact of
Rwanda Gender Equality Policies in
education to The Girl’s employment
opportunities.

FOLORUNSHO, O. P, & SAMUEL, 1. R.
(2025). Examining the relationship
between poor governance and sub-
national conflicts in Africa: causes,
impacts and policy
implications. International  Journal — of
Humanities, Literature and Art Research.

Page 38


https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/key-facts
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/key-facts

> INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN
ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 () 3007-1909

Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

Mbaku, J. M. (2021). International human rights
law and the tyranny of harmful
customary and traditional practices on
women in Africa. Cal. W. Int'l LJ, 52, 1.

Banati, P., Rumble, L., Jones, N., & Hendriks,
S. (2021). Agency and empowerment
for adolescent girls: an intentional
approach to policy and
programming. Journal of Youth
Development, 16(2), 19.

Islam, M. R. (2025). Child protection in South
Asia: assessing the current status,
progress and obstacles of the legal
framework. SN Social Sciences, 5(4), 45.

Subramanee, S. D., Agho, K., Lakshmi, J., Huda,
M. N,, Joshi, R., & Akombi-Inyang, B.
(2022). Child marriage in South Asia: a
systematic review. International journal of
environmental  research  and  public
health, 19(22), 15138.

Kumar, G. (2023). Catalyzing gender equality: A
comprehensive evaluation of the Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao Policy in
India. Jowrnal of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences, 6, 19-24.

Chapagain, B., & Shrestha, R. K. (2025).
Shaping a  Child-Centric  Legal
Doctrine: Evolving Judicial Trends in
Nepal’s Anti-Child Marriage
Rulings. The Informal:  South  Asian
Journal of Human Rights and Social
Justice, 2(01), 33-44.

Grugel, ]., Barlow, M., Lines, T., Giraudo, M. E.,
& Omukuti, J. (2022). Exacerbating
inequalities: gender-based violence and
sexual and reproductive health. In The
Gendered Face of COVID-19 in the Global
South (pp. 94-122). Bristol University
Press.

Fambasayi, R., Dejene, N., & Mekonen, Y.
(2024). Spotlighting the Commitment
to Invest in Girl's Rights in Africa:
Leveraging the Girl-Friendly Index. The
Social, Economic and Cultural Rights of
Children in  Africa: Challenges and
Reflections from the Perspective of the
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare
of the Child, 131.

https://ijssbulletin.com

| Bashir et al., 2025 |

Buenestado-Fernandez, M., JiménezMillan, A.,
& Palacios-Hidalgo, F. J. (Eds.).
(2024). Comprehensive sexuality education
for gender-based wiolence prevention. 1GI
Global.

Chan, S. (2023). Why Conditionalities Vary Across
Conditional Cash Transfer Programs in
Latin America: Evidence from Bragzil and
Mexico (Doctoral dissertation, Wellesley
College).

DORTHEA, N. E. S. (2024). Analysing the
Challenges of the Education Sector Policy on
the Prevention and Management of Learner
Pregnancy: A Case Study of Selected Public
Rural  Schools in  Namibia (Doctoral
dissertation, Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies).

Niksch, M. (2023). An Inter-American human
rights system without the United States?
Understanding why the United States has
not ratified the Beléem do Pard
Convention (Doctoral dissertation).

Inayatillah, 1., Musdawati, M., Fitri, C. D., &
Mardhiah, N. (2025). Descriptive
analysis of the implementation of
gender responsive policies for poverty
alleviation in Aceh. Gender Equality:
International Journal of Child and Gender
Studies, 11(1), 109-121.

Holzscheiter, A. (2021). Governing children’s
rights in global social policy—
International organizations and the thin
line between «child protection and
empowerment. In International
Organizations in Global Social
Governance (pp. 139-162).  Cham:
Springer International Publishing.

Leye, E., D’Souza, H., & Meurens, N. (2021).
The added value of and resistance to the
Istanbul convention: a comparative
study in 27 European Member States
and  Turkey. Frontiers in  Human
Dynamics, 3, 697331.

Hatipoglu, G. (2025). Education Rights and
Policies: A Cross-National
Comparison. Dokuz  Eyliil  Universitesi
Buca Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, (65), 3027-
3056.

Page 39



' > INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007

Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

Ceia, V., Nothwehr, B., & Wagner, L. (2021).

Ojong,

Abbott,

African

https://ijssbulletin.com

Gender and Technology: A rights-based
and intersectional analysis of key trends.
A. S. (2025). Transforming Female
Education in Sub-Saharan Africa:
Addressing Socio-Cultural, Economic,
Institutional and Instructional Barriers
to Access and Inclusion. Journal of
African Innovation and Advanced Studies.
K. W. & Snidal, D. (2021).
Strengthening international regulation
through transnational new governance:
Overcoming the orchestration deficit.
In The  spectrum
institutions (pp. 95-139). Routledge.
Union. (2018). Joint General Comment of
the African Committee of Experts on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child
(ACERWC) & the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) on
ending child
https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/defaul
t/tiles/2022
09/Joint_General_Comment_ACER
WCACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage
_March_2018_English.pdf

acerwc.africa+1

of  international

manrriage.

African Union. (2020). Realizing the African

Union Campaign to End Child Marriage:
Emerging lessons from child marriage
programming in Malawi and Zambia. UN
Women.
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/defa
ult/files/Field%200ffice%20Africa/At
tachments/Publications/2020/10/Poli
cy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-
marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-
Zambia-en.pdf africa.unwomen.org

Economic Commission for Latin America and

the Caribbean (ECLAC). (2022). Child,
early and forced marriage and wunions:
Harmful practices that deepen gender
inequality in Latin America and the
Caribbean (Project Documents
LC/TS.2021/186). United Nations.
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files
/child-marriage-lac-en.pdf oig.cepal.org

Organization of American States (OAS), Follow-

United

| Bashir et al., 2025 |

up Mechanism to the Belém do Para
(MESECVI).  (2021).
Hemispheric report on child, early and forced
marriage and unions in the States Party to
the Beléem do  Pard  Conwention.
https://belemdopara.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/matrimoni
o_infantil_eng_v2.pdf MESECVI
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
(2021). A profile of child marriage and early
unions in Latin America and the Caribbean.
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/82
56/file/Profile_of_Child_Marriage_in
_LAC.pdf

Convention

Page 40


https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/default/files/2022%2009/Joint_General_Comment_ACERWCACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage_March_2018_English.pdf
https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/default/files/2022%2009/Joint_General_Comment_ACERWCACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage_March_2018_English.pdf
https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/default/files/2022%2009/Joint_General_Comment_ACERWCACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage_March_2018_English.pdf
https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/default/files/2022%2009/Joint_General_Comment_ACERWCACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage_March_2018_English.pdf
https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/default/files/2022%2009/Joint_General_Comment_ACERWCACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage_March_2018_English.pdf
https://www.acerwc.africa/sites/default/files/2022-09/Joint_General_Comment_ACERWC-ACHPR_Ending_Child_Marriage_March_2018_English.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Field%20Office%20Africa/Attachments/Publications/2020/10/Policy-paper-Emerging-lessons-from-child-marriage-programming-in-Malawi-and-Zambia-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/child-marriage-lac-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/child-marriage-lac-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/child-marriage-lac-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://belemdopara.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/matrimonio_infantil_eng_v2.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://belemdopara.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/matrimonio_infantil_eng_v2.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://belemdopara.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/matrimonio_infantil_eng_v2.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://belemdopara.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/matrimonio_infantil_eng_v2.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/8256/file/Profile_of_Child_Marriage_in_LAC.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/8256/file/Profile_of_Child_Marriage_in_LAC.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/8256/file/Profile_of_Child_Marriage_in_LAC.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

