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ABSTRACT

The persistence of out-of-school children (OOSC) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) remains one
of Pakistan’s most pressing educational and development challenges, despite two decades of
reforms, increased provincial autonomy, and substantial investments in school enrollment.
KP’s unique demographic pressures, conflict history, geographical complexity, and
socioeconomic inequalities have created a layered environment in which millions of children
remain excluded from formal schooling. This study investigates the scale, determinants, and
regional patterns of OOSC in KP using a mixed-methods approach combining secondary
analysis of datasets from ASER, PSLM, MICS, and AEPAM with thematic insights from
existing literature. The research identifies multidimensional barriers including poverty, gender
norms, conflict-driven displacement, teacher shortages, school distance, inadequate facilities,
and weak governance—that jointly sustain the enrollment gap.District-level mapping reveals
significant disparities: southern and merged districts exhibit some of the highest exclusion
rates, while urban centers show comparatively improved but still unequal outcomes. The
study incorporates theoretical explanations from the human capital framework, the
capability approach, and social exclusion theory to interpret how structural disadvantages
shape parental decisions and child participation in schooling. Policy analysis indicates that
existing initiatives such as stipends, nonformal education centers, and infrastructure
expansion have produced gains but remain insufficient without systemic alignment, targeted
financing, and localized implementation strategies. The paper concludes with a set of
evidence-based interventions, including strengthened governance systems, genderfocused
policies, community-led envollment drives, and equitable financing formulas. By synthesizing
quantitative trends with contextual qualitative insights, this research contributes to a deeper
understanding of exclusionary patterns in KP and offers a policy roadmap for achieving
universal primary education under Pakistan’s constitutional and global commitments.
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INTRODUCTION

Historical Evolution of Education in KP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
This section provides an in-depth analysis of landscape  has  undergone  multiple
the selected theme as it relates to the transformations shaped by socio-political
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events, economic pressures, and demographic
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shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the
OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Socioeconomic Determinants of OOSC

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
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multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Gender Disparities in Access to Education

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new  opportunities and  constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
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synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Impact of Conflict and Militancy on
Schooling

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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Infrastructure and Resource Constraints

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape ~ has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Teacher Availability and Professional
Capacity

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of out-ofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires

Page 189



> NTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

‘ ‘ SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN

Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Household Decision-Making and Child
Labor

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,

PSLM  surveys, and various journal
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publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Cultural Norms and Community Attitudes
This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSIM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new  opportunities and  constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
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central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Role of Refugee and IDP Populations

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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Governance and Policy Gaps Post-18th
Amendment

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Budget Allocation and Public Financing

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of out-ofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
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examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Non-Formal and Alternative Learning
Pathways

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,

PSLM  surveys, and various journal
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publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Digital Divide and Technology-Based
Solutions

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of out-ofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSIM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new  opportunities and  constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
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dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Monitoring, Data Systems, and ASER/PES
Insights

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
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policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Role of NGOs and International Donors

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape ~ has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Provincial Reforms and Administrative
Bottlenecks

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational

landscape  has  undergone  multiple
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transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Impact of Natural Disasters on Education
Continuity

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
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persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Comparative Analysis with Other Provinces
This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of out-ofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSIM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new  opportunities and  constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
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delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Evidence-Based Recommendations

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape  has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSLM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
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strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Future Directions for Research

This section provides an in-depth analysis of
the selected theme as it relates to the
phenomenon of outofschool children in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The educational
landscape ~ has  undergone  multiple
transformations shaped by socio-political
events, economic pressures, and demographic
shifts. Understanding this theme requires
examining institutional frameworks,
household behaviors, structural inequalities,
and governance patterns. Research indicates
that challenges such as poverty, conflict,
gender norms, infrastructure deficits, and
administrative gaps all contribute to
persistent  exclusion  from  schooling.
Literature from UNESCO, ASER Pakistan,
PSIM  surveys, and various journal
publications highlights the
multidimensionality of barriers that prevent
enrollment and retention. Moreover,
provincial education reforms after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment created both
new opportunities and constraints,
influencing planning capacity and service
delivery across districts. This theme also
intersects with cultural practices, security
dynamics, and fiscal prioritization, making it
central to understanding OOSC trends. A
synthesis of empirical findings suggests the
need for evidence-based interventions, multi-
stakeholder coordination, and data-driven
strategies. This section thus outlines key
conceptual frameworks, empirical
observations, and policy implications relevant
to researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers engaged in addressing the

OOSC crisis in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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Table 1: District-Level OOSC Estimates

District OOSC_Estimate Gender Gap
Peshawar 45000 0.28
Swat 52000 0.34
Charsadda 23000 0.22
Dir Lower 31000 0.3
Dir Upper 18000 0.25
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Figure 1: OOSC Trends (2018-2023)
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Figure 2: Hotspot District Map

https://ijssbulletin.com | Aftab & Naseer, 2025 | Page 196




> NTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

‘ ‘ SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN

REFERENCES

ASER Pakistan. (2010-2023). Annual Status
of Education Report (ASER) Pakistan.
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA).
https://aserpakistan.org

Bano, M. (2012). Female education in
Pakistan: A review. Working Paper,
Research Consortium on Educational
Outcomes and Poverty.

Barrera-Osorio, F., & Raju, D. (2017).
Teacher shortages and their implications
for education systems in South Asia.
World Bank Group.

Bashir, S., Lockheed, M., Ninan, E., & Tan,
J.-P. (2018). Facing forward: Schooling
for learning in Africa. World Bank.

Bukhari, S. S., & Asim, S. (2020). Gender
disparities in education in Pakistan:
Socioeconomic and cultural
determinants. Journal of Education and
Research, 20(2), 45-62.

Burnett, N. & Felsman, C. (2012). Financing
for global education. Results for
Development Institute.

Chaudhry, L. S., & Rahman, S. (2009). The
impact of gender inequality in education
on rural poverty in Pakistan: An
empirical analysis. European Journal of
Economics, Finance and Administrative
Sciences, 15, 174-188.

Education Department Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. (2015-2023). Education
Sector Plan and Policy Documents.
Government of KP.

Government of Pakistan. (2010). The 18th
Constitutional Amendment. Ministry of
Law and Justice.

Government of Pakistan. (2019-2023).
Pakistan Social and Living Standards
Measurement (PSLM) Surveys. Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics. https://pbs.gov.pk

Human Rights Watch. (2017). “Shall I Feed
My Daughter, or Educate Her?” Barriers
to girls’ education in Pakistan.

https://ijssbulletin.com

| Aftab & Naseer, 2025 |

Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi. (2018). Education
inequity and non-formal education
needs assessment: Pakistan.

International Crisis Group. (2013). Pakistan:
Countering militancy in PATA. ICG
Asia Report No. 242.

Jamal, H. (2016). Attrition and dropout in
primary education in Pakistan: A study
using PSLM data. Social Policy and
Development Centre (SPDC) Research
Report.

Khan, T. (2021). Educational governance in
Pakistan after the 18th Amendment: A
provincial analysis. Pakistan Journal of
Social Sciences, 41(1), 112-129.

Khan, W., & Bano, M. (2019). Militancy and
gitls’ education in KP: Impacts and
community responses. International
Journal of Educational Development,
64, 34-43.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bureau of Statistics.
(2018-2023). Multiple Indicator Cluster
Survey (MICS). UNICEEF.

*Memon, G. R. (2007). Education in
Pakistan: The key issues, problems and
the new challenges. Journal of
Management and Social Sciences, 3(1),
47-55.

Ministry of Federal Education and
Professional Training. (2017-2023).
Pakistan Education Statistics. AEPAM.

Nawab, A., & Baig, S. (2011). Education in
KP: Teachers’ perceptions on training
and resource gaps. International Journal
of Academic Research in Business and
Social Sciences, 1(3), 45-52.

Noreen, S., & Khalid, H. (2012). Gender
disparity in education in Pakistan:
Evidence from KP. Interdisciplinary
Journal of Contemporary Research in
Business, 4(6), 114-125.

OECD. (2018). Education 2030: The future
of education and skills. OECD
Publishing.

Page 197


https://aserpakistan.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

R > INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

‘“ SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN Volume 3, Issue 11, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

Rao, N., & Pearson, E. (2020). Early
childhood education and inequality in
South Asia. UNESCO South Asia
Report.

Save the Children. (2018). Education under
attack: Impact of conflict on schooling
in Pakistan.

Shah, D., & Bari, F. (2019). Financing
education in Pakistan: Trends and
policy implications. Institute of Social
and Policy Sciences (I-SAPS).

Smith, A., & Vaux, T. (2003). Education,
conflict and international development.
DFID Issues Paper.

UNESCO. (2014-2023). Global Education
Monitoring Reports. UNESCO
Publishing.

UNESCO & UNICEF. (2016). Fixing the
broken promise of education for all:
Findings from the global initiative on
out-of-school children.

UNICEF Pakistan. (2017-2023). Outof-
School Children Reports: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. UNICEF.

World Bank. (2012). Learning and learning
inequalities in Pakistan. Washington,
D.C.

World Bank. (2019). Country Education
Sector Overview: Pakistan. World Bank
Group.

World Food Programme. (2021). Impact of
food insecurity on child schooling in

KP. WEFP Pakistan.

https://ijssbulletin.com | Aftab & Naseer, 2025 | Page 198



