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ABSTRACT

This article examines the life and intellectual legacy of Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi (1855-
1902), a foundational figure in modern Arabic and Islamic reformist thought. Al-Kawakibi
is distinguished as one of the first thinkers to identify "political despotism" (Istibdad) as the
primary catalyst for the decline of the Muslim Ummah. Through a detailed analysis of his two
seminal works, Tabai’ alIstibdad (The Natures of Despotism) and Umm al-Qura (The
Mother of Cities), the text explores how tyranny systemically corrupts religion, knowledge,
morality, and the economy.

The study highlights al- Kawakibi’s "surgical" deconstruction of the dictator's psyche—noting
that a tyrant’s power is derived solely from the disunity and ignorance of the masses.
Furthermore, it outlines his strategic framework for liberation, which emphasizes three core
principles: fostering a collective consciousness of oppression, prioritizing gradual intellectual
reform over violent upheaval, and establishing a constitutional, consultative (Shura) system as
a prerequisite for change.

Finally, the article touches upon al-Kawakibi’s visionary proposal for an Islamic Federation
and a Spiritual Caliphate, arguing that his insights into human rights and constitutional
governance remain strikingly relevant to the contemporary socio-political challenges facing the
Arab and Islamic world.

Keywords: Political despotism, Spiritual Caliphate, Liberty

INTRODUCTION
o 0aSh aa o) S SE e s e )l Sl e (pl) s (1902 - 1855) (SIS s 2o
2l ol SO o ) S sl b " el ol e 135 i € Js S abiaa el 5 i
L\SdJ\AJL\;\ °L“v-“m'u-“‘“—‘hc‘0}‘v-“ édm\;e.\h_\uu})}\:y\muuuhaj C@.\C\LAAJ}\&_UJ\ML\
cCSCSUAA)uL%chLS‘)u?J\G.\Sw\ AL S o o YIS Jlaie Y o ek Sahy S wSa s
Jel8 ol s BLS ad ¢ S tea o) ¢ 8 5 e S ) oala S alagial s (S (s ol (5
S sy sh R pd (A e o Sdlas e gl 8 a e S S Cmes AYL AR 5 eilaplic
- pde (e o8 S3 by o g S £ ) ombi 5 oallad 2 5 50 S gean 43S
OstesSa ybae ) 5w S ul sl " o B (S (Satleny 55 Jls) Selse (o datal gl Sy S SIS
@“C‘U}‘—‘\ Jb\éu\.\s‘;\.\\dgjy@u\ckh\}ﬁd\m\wmuudh;éu\:).\;\S
= S Ul el (S Gl pe GBS s g Ul 2 S By SO

https://ijssbulletin.com | Azhari & Sarfaraz, 2025 | Page 849


mailto:saifullahisl@uop.edu.pk
mailto:Maryam.sarfaraz301093@gmail.com
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19045285

> NTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

‘ QOCMAL SCI‘:\I"ES BULU—TI’\] Volume 3, Issue 4, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1 (P)3007-1909

Sl s = S S Ul D) dlla (S oSO e SIS

SO s o Ul eails s illa (S a s i) ) peSa Ll on ey e ) S S s s
@A\J&J&ﬂc‘ag‘g‘;@mw‘)‘s\d@ \}95‘9&}:.4 C;b)\;d.ﬂ.}ané \.»u\j;‘fu\c_:\;:csg_mi;
o5 U a5 S s diedl 8 IS a3 S 2k 0y ok 383 s O gn e s s e 53l
Ligo LeSa o IR IS () glami (S (S JlB5L (e 5 sl A5 G s B e e Jeal S (001
LS bl o) s oy (Khu 0 (S COali (S Cie S galasiad o5 ¢ a5 QS (S SIS gr (S8 sa
Cue Ll sk o ome da ol Ciias s o B0 Ll g (8 oS 2T AL (g U8 e Sl e
=S sl o S8 ey e (Salse e ) e sSa el Gl ol 8IS (il 5y 03 5m 5 (S Ly (D
asash S iy il bl e 1S glasl S Gl sl ilaails AS o Ugs culh ) 0p (o5S cmt (3ia
i JBa IS (S (S sasd

Sl clad sl e allds dm gl S e € O Bl ge AS 1 U 0 g e Ly il () (5 8 1S (S
J\m\u_i_\.l).\é@s\}ﬁ\ h)SeJ\)ﬂu\Puméuu\Sd\}uw\uhdﬁ\lSc_\L\S“u.u:{)e\Sbu}\Su.m
= e oy oslsal 8 | S

"-Cfu..»iémssdd‘ﬂ 05 ¢ S U o smene RIS (S alla 3 8 Gl ly SIS S el eat eacld By

" ula Ul WS (230al) gt sl (e ASd Gt s cila Alie 1S 2ol toaed |y 0

"ol Gl S O S (pd) Jaliie S Ol e g e S R S LB teaelB | s

(= U g s e A ) eadly sl AL alad COEI S 0 8 ASSsa . o (S Sl luali (S seal S5 Cias
0 S O o Hla el (55 S n) sl pleae SOl S SIS S ol

SSelb @SS Gae i oGS ad Gl SOl ) Jser e il (9] Ml g lian s aladul) all!
@"L&éd\dﬂu\\&d})}d&)}\&\,ﬁ%\ u._\g.d.o coutiln celale céﬁ:uw\.ﬁgsum:jsuj}lﬁuh“
= S ) 8 e il gal' () sl o WS il g (3l

) S il s S o pdlae (sl ASD g gyl ala € ladlal pah s S8 1S SIS
S A S

O daala (01 (oasbans 05 ¢ S0 G A1 e (oaDE (D a8 S a8 il o sl ) ey Jie
) S S

= S S el S o Ol oeSa diie ASua o W IS ol 1 o e Soa i S gl o 3kl
ot =58 Jlesin

o kst Dl (5 88 () S e S S S eai)e s S ) S Ol AS L Jld 1S (SIS S e e
(= g o® o " A " S S ) S L) (S il

st il S et gk s

= WS Gl m ok (S e SOV S (Tyranny) 2huied (pe QUS (a5 (SIS

(Theology of Tyranny)ss sl il ;e

S (rillae Sl s) il ) Clia S 13 0y« a5l ealid aske” e () paScn iaen AS 56 ST SS)
"ST UL S GRS Gl ol (oS L oS Ol S e "l ahse S 158 Jlaniad
Ll g

(War on Knowledge)ale Ll dladul) 1o

U3 o (liaben ondal (ilpulan) "asle S (338" o5 AL (U3 Gyt o LS b il «lgapha () S Mise
S St s S logaSE oy dilaad S o llaes. o

(Ethical Decay)d3a) sl dagiul 1

S GO O il (o ) sl el (Qigea . o L S ol S (B0 slagl Gildas S (SISl
=S 2 A e " Sl ) (Pl ASaa o

(Economic Plunder)dl sl alagial 1o

rila) oy ) sl Gsdle ) ) ) o Uesen Jle Wl S SIS (S 08 _Salse 5 Sa
= Ul 5 DS 5eS yy ysh ilae Sla s (e o WLy (0 sk

(0> 1S S 58) Al 3 1S cilad

i Dl (5 o S et o il 5 Sl

o Saa Dl o 05 A S 2 S A g ma )0 S e iU gl

2y S ls S e SO ASE) e WS s Heed ol ale D e s Alle IS o) 1 5 g aalad
(:\;\M\y}q

-l L O (Usies sl oy sldia) allas Jobiie o O 15 )L S Gl

https://ijssbulletin.com | Azhari & Sarfaraz, 2025 | Page 850



‘  SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN Volume 3, Issue 4, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

gob ol o A SO S8 S SIS ea )l e

N oa S e e gy ad SOV um el drdie S DS Dl sl b gl es S on S e
dg}gdc)daﬂ)@éd\ﬁ\wﬂa\

Gla3 S Al se 5l slatiad - 1

"aSE e V) Al Al Vs aSile L VI3 YAl dsa Y ale a8 adiual

o5 Byt D ol e S Gy S Gl (38 G o ) Dale SO e I3 ) (REST) i traa i
" s S AL S S lis G deala mle gyl il sl S Sl Al (else) & >
-C.‘tuké\bﬁu\.s&tuﬂé?\}cu)mu\‘%&;‘uﬁﬂﬁ@)&_&a\&&_ﬁu:

b (S Cupal pslale -2

" Adlial) Zaully ealad) gl s cdiaad) uand)y ol il AaSalS ¢ ilial asle (e dibuaal) il i w3

Sk e o UseS Gilia sa Gy S S (psle S Gl psle O sl 6k S v s
i Jlie ) o alle (i) Cadli (5 il

- . - . N - “ = . 2 s s - 1

= e BeS ) 253 S5 5 il aseada S aidaio gy o (ol (o (S35 S8 ) s e Gy il
Gl S ) -3

ol Y s Yl iad I A el

"o e s U5 ot CBlia (Sl e (S deals S 20 ss s gl o taea S

= R ‘L‘JJ‘)".AA:SLS‘)‘-‘%:’ BE) g:—‘b)sﬁ-l“l““g‘jéc"é‘) AR C“" oM &S@ﬁdﬁdbu@“dﬁb‘
Jlaind Lle 1€ (e ) Slaiind -4

o s A G Al il Ny ol el L Ly ATl Adia 4) 335 5 V) i Miie (e W

200 2SS o s S A LA e ee (S8 ) S e 138 G Lol e (i o0 S en
O d S s ool I8 o9 nS U S Gsed mly o o US GAA S (S i So 38 e (3 (S 1A () Jbas) 0
"o e S

= US (a8 (S 1S sda Salse S o0 K, et Salls i) adiar

e sl dan -5
"kt dda @y ¢ pald @all calth o el ) Gl (8 e (ladY) 3 3ilaad) iy slagiuy)

Aldas 1S Ba i) NS o USHL Giph (S e (ol S G850 e o Uin Gl S Biles (pe (sbd dlagil” taes
Dl Jl A Y Sl g iy e s ) o) T el s uld Y C')S

bla Lo i € cuglan & SR8 Ga sl o mha € Gl Ul o Sl du ey (B3 (e s S &l
=

s e S s o ol e (ST 1 el oliy 1S 1S

658 (ahal 5 b S ) (pb (lba 1S e S 1) Ml o' S 0 5 pal (50 (S (SIS Gl e
o=~ S e g) 2o 1Sl " A" S e (il S (5 lan ") k" K1z e IS _ailad
plae 22 S e L3 (ne 0 (s daie Upe meSe mSe s o ) (S M0 IS i i b SOl QS
Sl (S gda o) Gl S ) Sl ASE (S S0 S gaiilal

A LS Ml Dl 0 g S ) )

gl S Gslpal el gl Qo) gan s ac sa LS Gy el S Gy ) (o) SO e QUS () S5 (S) S
=
(QSNA ‘E.IIA}J) sal 8 aA..ﬂ'a\J alt:)y E . |

e 62 " 38 e (e S IS s el il S C8NA S g e (DM s s 1S S S
oS 2 ilad S Sdlas labise alai QLTINS Gl 5l 53 (o B o ¢ 0 nd pl8 (e S adila A S A
Gl sl (Hlaiy GRS ¢ gl (£ a5 AL s A G LA (AT L o 8 (5SS ABIA
o e S aladl S

(Federalism)<w S 3k JAlég -2

Y P TP JUL DI PR FORPECRU TON ST W DRSPS VC I U |
.‘%d‘jidAS\.AU:\AM:\MJJ‘ ‘C}s ‘QNAM&A\JC\}*\ (A.\:\ Olaa cr»a\.fl: c)a.qcm:\;)&a)f

5 S S e & a0 = ok (S (League of Nations) (345 (oSl Sl piuly ) alai &

(B siwall 5 sll) alas el )y -3

https://ijssbulletin.com | Azhari & Sarfaraz, 2025 | Page 851



‘  SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN Volume 3, Issue 4, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

e SR Gdn S bialy el sllaa o

e SSRGS Ushad S peSa s e S Gilad ) e Sl e Gy s 1G5 (el

S dhals G s S il ) Salse ) opeulsn il S alse o peSa ioludal

(o= S ) Qb (S Usie -4

A3 o e el o W8T (2en) "bial s oMl (e 30 S (S e &S L il 1S SIS

o S S
Gui e () L) Sl) ) dual (S Bl ) s S jaa g Gl () S O S S )
= S

i (S (Ra) (S ) a7 ok (S O b3y ) (Al (o W A 1S (R (S S) S Gen I e
o s e 5SS S S isad S g1 S Sie lie (Sl KL (el e S e iy S o

bt ) Al s AT S 81 )

A S0 e 15U S e K lie S gl yeSa Jildie (e (L) s s na s (S S8 3 () S SIS
=8 S Cyas (ean) o e 1899 55 55 ¢ 8 (g3 S B cpay s

o2 SEs s A sl by sl o8 DasSa (S psd oals e 903 (pe peae G5 Gl 1 sale IS eas
ot e (531 (ol s

@) Solios LDl S S8 i) ) oS Gpalima (pe "I 2 dga sdie o Gl Ope sl 10k 8
Mena ) s ALE S sl cpall Jles (8 (S O s 8 0 Ol S (Maiilie 558" —n) (sils ol )
UH) = B S) s o2

Ol Syl el S S

Jml sl s Jlay Sla) SIS 2 oS dia Sy IS (e A8 S i) (S 1902 s 14
op dd g ilis My esf a8 Saliy Sl 8 S

Ol Jladie S ol LS o W8 L o) () AS U8 (s N335 S IR 5l stgd B S O) 1 S )
O Oz e ¢ 0a A i " A" S (S ) ) e Sm (S O sl S (6 daal) e
(ot S b (S iy S ailal _Scadla

S e 08 S a8 Sy (Sl (S SR S O S L S SIS 1S s suls
S da Uy Szl s K S ile Gl g ) ISl

b 3l sl celale S peme e e WE YIS OS5 5 LE L) (e 0 il 0 3lia 1S () 108 sl 0 s
L8 LS 80 (e "yl Dl A8 A" (s i S0l ) (S S8 kel

DA 1S By (S s O odS ) e g Sl ) Bla jeld jeas S (ke eld y d (SO
o

OIS A Uh osline 5 Uh e (A o LM O35 Uh

SN 58 5 1agd adle ) gy QS 21 ) 555805 )8

SIS pasul JS Gy i ) aslae G S SOl Ul L2 U 3 S (58 (s o et alae o5 S Lia (L
=

“om B S SIS (hian ailie) 58 AS3 S s oDl 0 ) 585y (S Al) Ao s sl Dila e

Sl Al ga

Ayl Al S ol (8 (S ee (S e 47 e S (SIS sl ae ]
o ) dadia ol S (sdiun Cn s S e Wiy e gl S8 0 e "GN B sl
U89 pa ¢ usAll i) ¢ Bl daaa s 4 all el (SIS Gaall 2e 2
a‘).‘ﬁcg_'q‘)\.xd\ J\.J
gy 4)1.@_'\5\ J\J :)ﬁ:u «185-178 :U"‘L;-.’\JP“L—’)%M cC'_u.J;“G.a)d\ )Sﬂ\ @JU .
(Gl il ¢ 437-433 ga ¢ Bolas deae KIS (S| ALK Jlae V) 4
D‘).‘I&:

w

https://ijssbulletin.com | Azhari & Sarfaraz, 2025 | Page 852



2 P> INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

‘  SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN Volume 3, Issue 4, 2025

ISSN-(E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

ue e il & jlass dadul) bk 5
o8 ¢ o5l g il ¢« 105 a oSS Gan
g m eeadl 20 1a 380 (60-55 e ¢ (2SS Gan )l e s @l Bl
Dol ¢ 22-15 10a ¢ SIS s )l due e dlatul¥) g jlan g i) ailida
o‘)?a\ﬁ ¢ (5 glain :\.a.mj.o
R_U..ad\?\_‘\:u‘,l\ b 145 (= 1 G‘Uu;mﬁs\i;@u‘gesbé\dsauﬁ .8
N AP
u})uccsaﬂ\m\}\)\d ).w\_ac6055 uac‘f\S\jﬁ\ Jl\mcd‘)ﬂ\e\ 9
172-165 0= cosAlall (38 ) D) daaa g 4 pall 2ed ‘5.\5\35!\ ol ae 10
c‘):alﬂ cu)\a.d\ J\J ).u\_a

i) Jage Ll o) L ¢ )l Bla s » Ol 11

o))

https://ijssbulletin.com | Azhari & Sarfaraz, 2025 | Page 853



