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ABSTRACT
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"Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due and when you judge between
people to judge with justice."

The divine mandate of governance places transparency and justice at the very core of a thriving
society. When the Prophet Muhammad () laid the foundations of the Medinan state, he
completely dismantled the prevalent systems of tribal nepotism and financial exploitation. He
transformed public office from a tool of personal enrichment into a sacred trust. Today, state-level
corruption—ranging from embezzlement and kickbacks to blatant favoritism—continues to cripple
administrative structures, especially in developing nations.

To understand the depths of this crisis, we look back at the Prophetic model to extract practical,
administrative solutions for contemporary governance. By critically analyzing classical texts, Hadith
literature, and modern socio-political realities, the discussion bridges the gap between early Islamic
political thought and modern administrative challenges. We explore exactly how the Prophet (29
and the Rightly Guided Caliphs dealt with the abuse of power. They did not just give moral
sermons. They enforced strict asset declarations, prohibited gifts for public officials, and ensured
rapid, impartial accountability.

A striking reality emerges from this exploration. Mere legal frameworks fail to stop corruption if the
inner moral compass of a civil servant is dead. The Prophetic approach combines the fear of divine
accountability in the Hereafter with swift, uncompromising legal action in this world. The story of
the Makhzumi woman is a profound reminder that no one is above the law. Ultimately, fighting
administrative decay requires more than paperwork. It demands spiritually awakened leadership,
absolute meritocracy, and independent accountability mechanisms that treat the ruler and the
commoner exactly the same.

Keywords: State Corruption, Prophetic Governance, Public Trust (Amanah), Administrative
Accountability, Islamic Political Thought, Nepotism, Rule of Law.
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"The abuse of entrusted power for private gain".
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"Corruption acts as an arbitrary tax that increases the cost of doing business
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