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ABSTRACT

This study explores the Shanghai Cooperation Organization’s (SCO) potential to stabilize South
Asia, focusing on its role in fostering cooperation between India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
While much of the existing research on the SCO centres on security issues, particularly
counterterrorism efforts, this research broadens the scope to examine the organization’s
contributions to economic integration, regional connectivity, and energy security in South Asia.
The study investigates how the SCO can facilitate improved bilateral relations between India and
Pakistan, especially in areas like trade, energy, and counterterrorism cooperation. It also explores
the SCO's influence in promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan, a country that significantly
impacts the security dynamics of the region. Additionally, the research highlights the SCO’s
potential to enhance regional connectivity through infrastructure development, such as the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and mnew transit routes, which can boost economic
cooperation and trade between South Asian and Central Asian countries. Through qualitative
methods, including expert interviews and analysis of secondary sources, this study provides insights
into how the SCO can be leveraged for longterm stability and prosperity in South Asia,
contributing to a more interconnected and cooperative regional environment.,

Keywords: Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO); South Asia; Regional Stability; India-
Pakistan Relations; Afghanistan Peace; Regional Connectivity

INTRODUCTION

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
is a powerful regional group that has gained
increasing  importance in  shaping the
geopolitical landscape of Asia. Formed in 2001,
the SCO initially focused on security issues, with
particular attention to combating terrorism,
separatism, and extremism—referred to as the
"three evils." Over time, however, the
organization’s scope has expanded to include
broader dimensions of regional cooperation,
including energy security, economic integration,
trade, and regional connectivity. As the global
order shifts towards multipolarity and
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regionalism, the SCO stands out as a potential
engine for fostering peace, stability, and
economic  development in  the region,
particularly in South Asia. This study will delve
into the significant role of the SCO in
stabilizing South Asia by focusing on its
contributions to bilateral relations, economic
cooperation, and regional integration among its
member states, particularly India and Pakistan.

South Asia, a region with a complex history of
conflict, political tensions, and economic
underdevelopment, is at the crossroads of
multiple geopolitical shifts. The long-standing
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rivalry between India and Pakistan remains one
of the primary sources of instability in the
region. Despite numerous efforts to foster
dialogue and cooperation between the two
nations, several contentious issues, including
territorial disputes, especially over Kashmir, and
historical grievances, continue to impede peace.
In such an environment, the SCO offers a
unique platform for dialogue, cooperation, and
confidence-building measures between these two
nuclear-armed neighbors. Through its various
initiatives, including joint military exercises,
multilateral talks, and shared security concerns,
the SCO can help mitigate tensions and pave
the way for improved bilateral relations between
India and Pakistan.

Beyond the India-Pakistan dynamic, Afghanistan
also plays a crucial role in South Asia’s stability.
The country has been embroiled in conflict for
decades, with the rise of the Taliban and the
U.S.led NATO intervention further
complicating  the Afghanistan’s
instability has significant spillover effects on
neighboring countries, especially Pakistan and
India, in terms of security, drug trafficking, and
the rise of terrorism. The SCO has recognized
Afghanistan's importance to regional stability,
and it has made concerted efforts to help the
wartorn  country  achieve  peace  and
reconstruction. The establishment of the SCO-
Afghanistan Contact Group and the signing of
agreements to combat terrorism and drug
trafficking organization’s
dedication to addressing the Afghan crisis.
Afghanistan’s inclusion in SCO’s broader
regional framework could offer avenues for
collaborative peace building efforts, economic
development, and diplomatic solutions to
resolve regional tensions.

This study aims to explore the multifaceted role
of the SCO in stabilizing South Asia. While
much of the existing research on the SCO has
focused on its role in security and combating
terrorism, this study will broaden the scope by
examining other areas of cooperation, including
energy, trade, transportation, and cultural
exchanges. These areas of cooperation are
crucial to fostering regional integration and
establishing stronger economic ties between
South Asian states and their Central Asian
neighbors. In this context, the SCO offers a
platform for India and Pakistan to explore

situation.

underscore  the

https://theijssb.com

| Khan & Ali, 2025 |

shared economic and strategic interests in
Afghanistan and Central Asia, which could help
promote cooperation in energy security, trade,
and counterterrorism efforts.

Energy security is one of the key concerns for
South Asian countries, particularly India and
Pakistan. Both countries are heavily dependent
on energy imports, and energy shortages often
hinder economic growth and development. The
SCO provides a framework for both countries to
collaborate on energy issues, including the
development of infrastructure projects that
could facilitate energy trade and distribution
across the region. Through initiatives like the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
the development of new transport routes linking
South Asia with Central Asia, the SCO can play
a pivotal role in improving energy security and
fostering economic cooperation. Moreover, the
integration of Central Asia into the regional
economic framework, with its vast energy
resources, could be a game-changer for South
Asia’s energy future.

Another significant aspect of the SCO’s role in
South Asia is its potential to enhance regional
connectivity ~ through  transportation  and
infrastructure development. The SCO’s focus
on-improving physical infrastructure—such as
roads, railways, and ports—can facilitate trade,
reduce transportation costs, and increase
connectivity between South Asian and Central
Asian countries. By facilitating the movement of
goods and people, the SCO can help create a
more integrated regional economy, where trade
barriers are  reduced, and
interdependence increases. This, in turn, can
lead to improved bilateral relations, especially
between India and Pakistan, who stand to
benefit from greater regional
integration.

Moreover, the SCQO’s emphasis on people-to-
people exchanges and cultural diplomacy is an
essential aspect of its broader strategy for
regional  integration.  Promoting  mutual
understanding and collaboration in education,
tourism, and cultural exchange can help reduce
mistrust and foster goodwill among the member
states. This is particularly important for
countries like India and Pakistan, where
historical and cultural differences often
contribute to tensions. The SCQO’s role in
fostering such exchanges can serve as a valuable

economic

economic
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confidence-building measure that complements
other security and economic initiatives.

In conclusion, the SCO’s potential to stabilize
South Asia is gigantic, not only in terms of
regional security but also through its focus on
economic integration, energy security, and
regional connectivity. As both India and
Pakistan look to resolve their longstanding
disputes and improve relations, the SCO can
provide a constructive platform for dialogue and
collaboration. By addressing critical issues such
as energy, trade, terrorism, and infrastructure
development, the SCO can play a key role in
shaping a more peaceful and prosperous future
for South Asia. This study will explore these
aspects, providing a comprehensive
understanding of the SCO’s evolving role in
South Asia’s peace and stability.

Pakistan's Role and Interests within the SCO

After the terrorist insurgency, separatist
movements, and religious extremism movements
in Central Asia and China's Xinjiang province
in the 1990s, the SCO was established. The
original members of the Shanghai Five were
China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Tajikistan. The Shanghai Five was formally
formed in 1996. The group was renamed the
SCO in 2001 after Uzbekistan joined. The
"common purpose of dealing with the 'three
evils: terrorism, separatism, and religious
extremism" was shared by SCO member nations.
Pakistan and India formally joined the SCO on
June 8 and 9, 2017, expanding its membership
to eight countries. Pakistan and India formally
joined the SCO on June 8 and 9, 2017,
expanding its membership to eight countries.
Currently, the SCO consists of eight member
states, four observer states (Mongolia,
Afghanistan, Iran, and Belarus), and six
discussion  partners (Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Cambodia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Turkey).
Nearly 70% of the Eurasian region and almost
half of the world's population are covered
geographically by SCO members (Mariam et al.,
2018). The SCO's primary goals are to promote
cooperation in energy, transportation, tourism,
and environmental protection, as well as
political affairs, economics, trade, science,
technology, culture, and education. They also
aim to protect regional peace, security, and
stability. Finally, they aim to establish a
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democratic, equitable global political and
economic order (Sohail et al., 2013).

The member states' border regions were the
primary focus of the SCO's initial security
cooperation efforts. But now, other areas are
included as well, such as economic and trade
difficulties. The SCO is currently concentrating
on areas like energy security, regional stability,
combating terrorism, and "separatism and
extremism." At the SCO Summit in Tashkent in
2004, it was decided to create a regional anti-
terrorism structure. Members of the SCO have
recently participated in numerous cooperative
military drills (Auswaertiges Amt, 10 Dec 2021).
In June 2017, the SCO made a significant
advancement as a global organization when it
simultaneously added both India and Pakistan
as full members. In other words, by
incorporating the two nations, the SCO gained
two more nuclear-armed states, an additional
23% of the world's population, and around 8%
of the overall Gross Domestic Product. One
crucial aspect of longterm Asian economic
integration is connecting South Asia to China,
Russia, and Europe (Kupriyanov, 2020). The
SCO is an important organization in Eurasia
and will expand its spheres of influence and
opportunities in South Asian security, political,
and economic concerns (Rubina et al., 2019).
When a state joins the SCO, it has a variety of
interests. Based on their shared goals, South
Asian nations have also joined the group.

Since the SCO Treaty on LongTerm Good
Neighborliness, Friendship, and Cooperation—
the second-most significant instrument after the
SCO Charter—allows Pakistan to deal with
difficulties with India and Afghanistan; Pakistan
is pleased with its membership in the
organization (Zahid, 2017). Pakistan places a
high priority on improving ties with the SCO,
whose goal is to foster economic cooperation
among SCO member states. The primary factor
is that counterterrorism interests align with
those of Pakistan and the SCO (Rahman, 2007).
Pakistan  desires that the SCO foster
international collaboration in the areas of
energy, investment, travel, banking, and
tourism. In this arena, Pakistan wishes for
positive relations with Russia. Fundamentalism
and extremism have always been popular in
Pakistan. Pakistan seeks to resolve the SCO
dispute (Zeb, 2018). Pakistan can exchange
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experience and coordinate with other SCO
members to eliminate terrorism in the region
through the organization (Khetran, 2019). In
collaboration with Pakistan, the SCO's Regional
Counter-Terrorism Structure (RATS) can offer
help. One of the main goals of Pakistan's SCO is
to enhance relations with neighbouring nations,
increase trade with the Gwadar port, and use
SCOs to resolve the Afghanistan problem.
Given that it is their most convenient trading
route, Pakistan's Gwadar port can help open
trade doors for Central Asian nations (Zeb,
2018). The SCO also gives Pakistan the chance
to deepen its ties and expand trade with
European nations, which was previously only a

pipe dream (Khetran, 2019).

India's Strategic Interests and Objectives within
the SCO

To resolve the energy dilemma and overcome it
India has high hopes for the SCO to improve its
energy partnership with the CARs. India also
has energy interests in Russia and Kazakhstan,
both of which are non-OPEC and SCO
members. India has more effective political and
strategic ties with the CARs than it does
economic ones. India can benefit from the SCO
mechanism in several areas, which include
energy, growing  trade, infrastructure,
establishing new transit routes, and maintaining
existing routes through China. It could
strengthen India's economic ties to the area (Roy
& Roy, 2019). After the US leaves Afghanistan,
there will be a power vacuum there, which
China will work hard to fill via the SCO's
mechanism. India cannot allow China
unrestricted access to Afghanistan. India can
pursue this strategic goal by increasing its
interaction with the SCO. It will give India a
platform where it can highlight its ongoing
conflicts with China and Pakistan (Kumar,
2013). India views the SCO as an important
venue for preventing the development of
terrorism and religious extremism in the region
as well as the quickly evolving situation in
Afghanistan (Roy & Roy, 2019). For India's
commerce and export volumes to fulfill its high
GDP growth potential-the greatest in the
world—regional stability is needed (Zahid, 2017).
India will eventually be able to connect with the
New Silk Road project and get access to Central
Asia via Lahore and Kabul (Sohail et al., 2013).
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Security Cooperation Objectives

India's primary focus within the SCO is to address the
pervasive threats of terrorism and extremism that
affect not only its own territory but also the broader
South Asian region. The organization provides a
platform for India to collaborate with other member
states on counterterrorism  initiatives, enabling
intelligence sharing and joint operations against
terrorist groups. This is particularly relevant given
India's historical challenges with insurgency, especially
in Kashmir, where it faces significant threats from
various militant organizations.

India recognizes that regional stability is
essential for its economic growth and security.
By participating actively in the SCO, India aims
to foster a cooperative environment that can
mitigate conflicts and promote peace among
member states. The SCO's emphasis on
collective security aligns with India's interests in
maintaining a stable geopolitical landscape,
especially in light of the evolving situation in
Afghanistan post-U.S. withdrawal.

Afghanistan's involvement with the SCO as an
observer since 2012 allows India to engage with
its  neighbors on  issues related to
counterterrorism and economic development.
India views Afghanistan as a critical partner in
countering extremist influences and seeks to
leverage the SCO to promote stability in the
region. This includes addressing potential power
vacuums that could be exploited by hostile
entities, particularly China.

India's participation in joint military exercises
under the SCO framework, such as "Peace
Mission 2018," signifies a commitment to
enhancing military cooperation among member
states. These exercises not only improve
operational readiness but also foster trust and
communication between Indian and Pakistani
forces, which is vital for reducing tensions along
their border.

The establishment of the RATS within the SCO
allows India to engage more effectively in
coordinated counterterrorism efforts. This
mechanism facilitates the sharing of intelligence
and best practices among member nations,
which is essential for developing comprehensive
strategies to combat terrorism. In addition to
security concerns, India has significant
economic interests within the SCO framework.
The organization provides opportunities for
enhancing trade relations with Central Asian
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countries, which are vital for diversifying India's
energy sources and expanding its economic
footprint in the region.

India aims to strengthen its energy partnerships
with Central Asian nations through the SCO.
By fostering closer ties with countries like
Kazakhstan and Russia, India seeks to secure
energy supplies critical for its growing economy.
This strategic engagement is essential for
addressing India's energy needs while also
contributing to regional energy security.
Participation in the SCO allows India to explore
new transit routes and enhance existing ones
through Central Asia. This connectivity is
crucial for facilitating trade and investment
flows, which can significantly boost India's
economic ties with neighboring regions.
Regional =~ Cooperation  and
Integration

India places significant emphasis on enhancing
trade and investment opportunities through the
SCO frameworks. The organization serves as a
vital platform for India to engage with Central
Asian countries, promoting economic ties that
can bolster its growth. By participating in the
SCO, India aims to:

The SCO provides avenues for India to improve
trade with member states, particularly in sectors
such as energy, infrastructure, and technology.
This is essential for India's goal of diversifying its
energy sources and increasing its economic
footprint in Central Asia, which is rich in
natural resources. India seeks to attract

Economic

investments from SCO member countries and
also invest in their economies, fostering mutual
economic growth. This is particularly relevant
given the potential for
development projects that can enhance
connectivity between South Asia and Central
Asia.

India aims to strengthen its energy partnerships
with Central Asian nations through the SCO.
This includes exploring opportunities for
importing energy resources from these countries,
which is vital for meeting India's growing energy
demands. The SCO framework allows India to
explore new transit routes for trade, facilitating
easier access to Central Asian markets.
Improved connectivity through initiatives like
the New Silk Road can enhance India's trade
volumes and export potential.

infrastructure
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Balancing Relations with China and Pakistan
Navigating regional tensions while benefiting
from SCO cooperation is another critical aspect
of India's strategy. The presence of both China
and Pakistan as members of the SCO poses
unique challenges for India, necessitating a
careful diplomatic approach:

As China expands its influence in South Asia
through initiatives like the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), India aims to counterbalance
this by strengthening its own ties within the
SCO. Engaging actively in the organization
allows India to assert its interests while fostering
collaborative security measures against common
threats. The SCO serves as a platform for
dialogue between India and Pakistan, providing
opportunities for both nations to address
bilateral issues in a multilateral context. This
can help reduce mistrust and foster cooperation
on shared concerns such as terrorism and
regional stability.

Both India and Pakistan face threats from
terrorism, making it imperative for them to
collaborate on counterterrorism initiatives
within the SCO framework. Joint military
exercises and intelligence sharing can enhance
their capabilities to combat these threats
effectively. By participating in the SCO, India
aims to contribute to regional stability, which is
essential for its economic growth. A stable
environment will facilitate trade, investment,
and cooperation among member states,
ultimately benefiting all parties involved.

Afghanistan's Engagement and Role within the
SCO

Afghanistan's engagement and role within the
SCO are pivotal for its stabilization and security.
The SCO serves as a crucial platform for
Afghanistan to address its challenges related to
peace, stability, and economic reconstruction
while also facilitating cooperation among
member states to combat terrorism and
extremism.

For more than 15 years, Afghanistan has been
involved with the SCO. Afghanistan joined the
SCO as an observer in 2012 (First Post, 17
September 2021). Since its establishment in
2005, the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group has
managed all avenues of communication between
Afghanistan and the SCO (Schulz, 2021).

Increasing collaboration on counterterrorism,
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drug trafficking, and economic development is
the goal of the ACG (Weitz, 2015). For the
nation, regional collaboration in the fight
against terrorism is crucial (Reis & Simionato,
2013). Afghanistan can assert itself as a force
capable of defeating the Taliban, putting an end
to religious extremism, and advancing regional
energy and infrastructure initiatives by using the
SCO as a helpful vehicle. Afghanistan would
have a forum through the SCO to interact with
the Central Asian republics, China, India,
Pakistan, and Russia to plan a cooperative effort
to combat the Taliban and to forge relationships
with many nations (Schulz, 2021).
SCO's Engagement in
Stabilization

The SCO has actively engaged in Afghanistan's
stabilization by promoting dialogue and
cooperation among its members. The
organization recognizes that a stable Afghanistan
is essential for regional security, given its
strategic location. Afghanistan has been an
observer member of the SCO since 2012, which
allows it to participate in discussions and
initiatives aimed at fostering peace and
development. The SCO-Afghanistan Contact
Group, established in 2005, manages
communication between Afghanistan and the
SCO, focusing on counterterrorism, drug
trafficking, and economic development.
Through this engagement, the SCO aims to
support Afghanistan's reconstruction efforts by
facilitating economic partnerships with member
states like China, Russia, and India. This
includes promoting infrastructure projects that
can enhance connectivity and trade, ultimately
contributing to  Afghanistan's

Afghanistan’s

economic
recovery.

Diplomatic Ties with SCO Members

Afghanistan's participation in the SCO enables
it to strengthen diplomatic ties with neighboring
countries. This is crucial for fostering regional
cooperation on security issues and economic
development. By engaging with major powers
such as China and Russia within the SCO
framework, Afghanistan can seek support for its
stabilization efforts while also addressing
concerns related to the Taliban's resurgence and
the potential for increased extremism. The SCO
provides Afghanistan with a platform to
articulate its needs and aspirations, allowing it
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to engage constructively with Central Asian
republics. This diplomatic engagement is
essential for building alliances that can support
Afghanistan's  sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

Security Concerns and Counterterrorism
Afghanistan faces significant security challenges,
particularly from terrorism and extremism. The
SCO plays a vital role in addressing these issues
through collective security measures. The
organization emphasizes cooperation among
member states to combat the "three evils"
terrorism, separatism, and extremism. Given the
porous borders between Afghanistan and its
neighbors, coordinated efforts are necessary to
prevent the spillover of violence into
surrounding regions.

The SCO's RATS facilitates intelligence sharing
and joint counterterrorism operations among
member states. This mechanism is particularly
relevant for Afghanistan as it seeks assistance in
combating terrorist groups that threaten its
stability. By participating in RATS activities,
Afghanistan can benefit from shared experiences
and strategies that enhance its capacity to deal
with security threats.

Counterterrorism Initiatives

The SCO's commitment to counterterrorism is
crucial for Afghanistan's security landscape. The
organization conducts regular military exercises
focused on  counterterrorism  operations,
involving member states' armed forces. These
exercises not only enhance operational readiness
but also foster trust among participating nations.
For Afghanistan, this collaboration is vital as it
seeks to build a robust security apparatus
capable of addressing internal threats.
Furthermore, the SCO encourages dialogue
between India and Pakistan regarding their
respective roles in Afghanistan. Given that both
countries have vested interests in Afghan
stability, their engagement within the SCO can
provide a unique opportunity for addressing
bilateral tensions while focusing on common

security concerns.

Page 741



> NTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
Volume 3, Issue 5, 2025

ISSN: (E) 3007-1917 (P) 3007-1909

‘_ | SOCIAL SCIENCES BULLETIN

The Role of the SCO in Promoting Diplomatic
Cooperation and Regional Security in South
Asia

The SCO's top objective for stabilizing South
Asia is to stop the ongoing hostilities between
India and Pakistan. The SCO seeks to create a
stable area that unites its members and supports
their policies by putting aside bilateral disputes
for the greater good. This forum encourages the
confrontational neighbors to get together and
discuss their varied issues during the meeting of
the leaders. The most pressing political need for
Pakistan is to improve bilateral ties with India,
which have been tense since each country's
independence (Rubina et al., 2019). Pakistan
and India would be able to cooperate on a
multilateral stage thanks to the SCO. Both
governments will be given a forum to
successfully address their bilateral disputes
under the supervision of and in the presence of
other regional nations with an interest in
regional peace. The SCO's ability to bridge the
gap between India and Pakistan through a series
of diplomatic initiatives that would encourage
both sides to put an end to the long-standing
conflicts and enmity between the two
neighbouring  governments  would  also
undoubtedly be put to the test. This could
undoubtedly be the SCO's biggest success, as
well as for a difficult South Asia that needs
peace to improve for future generations,
whether it concerns Afghanistan or Kashmir
(Rafique, 2017). Recent events show a gradual
improvement in resolving regional conflicts and
fostering regional cooperation, such as the
meeting of the representatives of member states
in Islamabad that took place in May 2018 and
the announcement of a joint military exercise
that Pakistani and Indian forces will participate
in (Siraj & Sartaj, 2019). Frequent meetings
between the two countries' heads of state and
foreign ministers on the SCO platform will
eliminate misperceptions and mistrust between
them and foster a spirit of peace, friendliness,
and collaboration between them (Mariam et al.,
2018).

Some of the SCO's guiding principles, such as
respecting sovereignty and refraining from
interfering in other countries' internal affairs are
admirable. This will make it easier for Pakistan
and India to ask other members for help, and
no country will interfere in one another's
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internal affairs. The group has continued to
actively instruct its members to refrain from
interfering with the domestic affairs of other
member states (Rauf, 2019).

The SCO features several structures that give the
two competing members ways to cooperate in a
variety of disciplines. The following are the
organization's primary areas of focus:

I Diplomatic Cooperation

0 Regional ~ Security and  Military
Cooperation
I Economic Development Cooperation

Both hostile and conflict-affected nations can
take advantage of the SCO's diplomatic and
security cooperation procedures to gain the
advantages of permanent membership in the
regional cooperative organization. The step-by-
step approach to dispute resolution that was
selected prepared the ground for the
establishment of the organization. The
"Shanghai Spirit," a symbol of the commitment
to and respect for the processes used to resolve
disputes, was constructed on the framework of
that mechanism. Since that time, this idea has
served as the foundation for all successful
regional  cooperation and  collaboration
initiatives, and it is expected of all new members
that they will uphold this "spirit" and adhere to
the standard of genuine commitment to
cooperation in all areas designated by the SCO
framework going forward.

Information about terrorists, extremists, and
separatist movements can be found in great
depth in A History of Modern South Asia. The
Indian insurgency in Kashmir has emerged as
India's biggest problem out of all these separatist
movements. Nobody is unaware of the problems
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. All share terrorism
as an enemy, and it poses a threat to the region's
security environment (Mariam et al., 2018).
With a strong commitment to fending off
security challenges among its member nations,
the SCO provides a dynamic means of
promoting regional security. The SCO platform
may aid in balancing the organization's disparate
interests, which has a significant impact on the
region's security. As a result, SCO provides
member nations with a new path to
commitment that led to their coming together
to address and combat security concerns
(Rubina et al., 2019). To combat the menace of
terrorism, it is in the best interests of South
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Asian nations to seek collaboration from their
neighbors at the SCO conference. The right step
in exchanging counterterrorism techniques,
methods, and experiences is the regional
nations' participation in the yearly military
exercises. Thus, by gathering annually at the
SCO conference, the heads of state have the
opportunity to reaffirm their commitment to
fending against the threats posed by the three
evils that member states are currently suffering

(Mariam et al., 2018).

Enhancing Security Cooperation: SCO's Role
in Counterterrorism and Regional Stability for
India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan

Diplomatic Dialogue

The SCO serves as an essential platform for
dialogue among its member states, providing a
neutral ground for conflict resolution. A
significant challenge in South Asia is the
ongoing rivalry between India and Pakistan. The
SCQO creates an environment of mutual respect
for sovereignty and non-interference, which is
conducive to constructive discussions. Through
various summits and meetings, it encourages
both nations to prioritize regional interests over
bilateral disputes, fostering cooperation in
economic development and security. The
involvement of other regional powers within the
SCO also facilitates mediation, offering
additional perspectives for compromise (Siddiqi,
2018).

One recent initiative highlighting the SCO’s
potential for dialogue is the joint military
exercise "Peace Mission 2018." These exercises
not only enhance military cooperation but also
symbolize a willingness to engage on shared
security issues. Such initiatives allow India and
Pakistan  to  build  trust and = reduce
misunderstandings, offering an opportunity for

collaboration (Rauf, 2019).

Geopolitical Influence

The SCO holds significant geopolitical weight as
it counters other regional powers, particularly
China's growing influence through initiatives
like the BRI. For India, participating in the
SCO is crucial for maintaining its strategic
interests in Central Asia and countering China's
influence. The inclusion of both India and
Pakistan as full members in 2017 solidified the
organization’s role in South Asian geopolitics,
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making it a key forum for addressing regional
security concerns and promoting economic
collaboration. Representing nearly half the
world’s  population, the SCO  wields
considerable political influence in shaping the
region’s future (Muratbekova, 2019).

The SCO's framework facilitates cooperation on
security issues that go beyond national borders,
focusing on shared threats like terrorism,
separatism, and extremism. For South Asia,
where terrorism remains a major challenge, such
collective security efforts are vital for regional

stability (Jaffer, 2016).

SCO's Influence on Peacekeeping Efforts

The SCO also plays a pivotal role in fostering
peace and mutual understanding among its
member states, promoting cooperation on
counterterrorism, economic development, and
cultural exchanges. Afghanistan’s involvement as
an observer member since 2012 illustrates the
organization’s addressing
security challenges and supporting Afghanistan's
reconstruction efforts. The SCO-Afghanistan
Contact Group focuses on counterterrorism
initiatives  and

commitment to

development,
facilitating communication between Afghanistan
and the organization (Xingchun, 2018).

Furthermore, the SCO conducts joint military

economic

exercises that enhance the operational readiness
of member states, especially in counterterrorism.
These exercises provide Afghanistan with
essential tools to build a robust security
framework, addressing internal threats from
extremist groups. The establishment of the
RATS enables intelligence sharing and
coordinated counterterrorism efforts, crucial for
promoting regional stability (Zahid et al., 2019).

India and Pakistan’s Role in SCOs%s
Counterterrorism Efforts

India and Pakistan’s participation in SCQO’s
RATS has significantly contributed to their
collaboration in counterterrorism. This platform
facilitates intelligence sharing and coordinated
actions to combat terrorism, separatism, and
extremism. The cooperation between the two
countries within this framework, coupled with
joint military exercises like "Peace Mission
2018," has reduced mistrust and promoted
communication. Both nations, having adopted
over 400 crucial documents as part of their full
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membership in the SCO, are working together
on counterterrorism initiatives under the RATS
framework, signaling a positive shift in their
security relations (Siddiqi, 2018; Muratbekova,
2019).

SCO's Military Cooperation and Soft Power

Joint military exercises, such as the SCO's "Peace
Mission," have enhanced security cooperation
among member states and strengthened their
military capabilities. The participation of India
and Pakistan in the firstever joint military
exercise in 2018, after their independence in
1947, marked a historic step in fostering inter-
military trust. These exercises offer a rare
opportunity to reduce tensions along the Line of
Control and create a foundation for military
friendship  between the two
Additionally, these interactions contribute to
the projection of soft power, helping both
countries improve their diplomatic relations

(Zahid et al., 2019).

nations.

Afghanistan’s Role and Stability

Afghanistan’s stability is critical not just for itself
but for the broader South Asian region. The
support of its major neighbors, including India,
Pakistan, China, and Russia, is essential to
maintaining peace. The SCO's involvement is
crucial in ensuring Afghanistan's stability, which
would contribute to the safety of surrounding
countries. The presence of both Pakistan and
India within the SCO framework also provides a
unique opportunity to discuss their roles in
Afghanistan. These discussions can play a role in
reducing regional tensions and fostering a more
collaborative approach to addressing the
challenges facing Afghanistan (Xingchun, 2018;
Zahid et al., 2019).

Fostering Regional Economic Integration and
Security: The SCO's Potential for South Asia

The SCO holds immense potential for fostering
regional economic integration and security in
South Asia. The organization's collaborative
initiatives are designed to enhance trade,
investment, energy security, and connectivity
among its member states. This capacity to create
multilateral economic ties and improve regional
security is pivotal for the future of South Asia.

https://theijssb.com
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Trade and Investment Facilitation

Economic Cooperation Initiatives the SCO
promotes economic integration by facilitating
trade and investment among its member states.
One of the primary examples is the CPEC,
which is an integral part of China’s BRI. The
CPEC aims to connect China with Pakistan
through a network of roads, railways, and
pipelines, enhancing bilateral trade. By
providing a framework for such infrastructure
projects, the SCO contributes to regional
economic cooperation that benefits all member
states, especially those like Afghanistan, which
can leverage better access to international
markets via Pakistan's Gwadar Port. This
development of enhanced trade routes can
significantly stimulate economic growth across
South Asia by facilitating the movement of
goods and services (Rehman, 2014). The SCO
serves as a platform for attracting investments
into member states, creating a stable business
environment. This promotes both intra-regional
and foreign investments. By collaborating on
joint ventures, particularly in sectors such as
energy, agriculture, and technology, member
states can diversify their economies and create
new opportunities for economic development

(Jaffer, 2016).

Energy Security

Energy security is a critical concern for many
SCO member states, particularly those in South
Asia. The SCO plays a key role in addressing
these challenges by promoting regional energy
integration. For instance, India has expressed
interest in enhancing its energy partnerships
with Central Asian countries through the SCO
framework, which exploring
opportunities for importing oil and gas from
these nations. By facilitating cooperation on
energy resources, the SCO helps ensure a more
resilient energy landscape for its members
(Rubina et al., 2019). For Promoting Regional
Energy Integration Regional energy integration
is key to the stability and development of South
Asia's energy supply. Through the SCO,
member states can collaborate on energy
projects such as pipelines and electricity grids,
improving connectivity and energy access across
borders. This is particularly important for
countries like Afghanistan, which require

includes
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reliable energy sources for their economic
growth and development (Sohail et al., 2013).

Transnational Projects

The SCO's role in enhancing connectivity
through transnational projects is crucial for
fostering economic growth. Infrastructure
development that improves transportation links
between South Asian and Central Asian
countries can stimulate trade and investment.
Projects such as those connecting India to
Central Asia via Afghanistan hold the potential
to unlock new trade routes, benefiting both
India and Central Asian nations by providing
landlocked regions with access to Indian
markets (Siraj & Sartaj, 2019).

projects under the SCO
framework can generate jobs, promote local
industries, and stimulate overall economic
growth in South Asia. By investing in
infrastructure, member states can enhance their
competitiveness in global markets while
addressing domestic economic challenges.
Additionally, such collaborative efforts foster a
sense of shared purpose among member states,
helping to build trust and stability in a region
often marked by geopolitical tensions.

The SCO as a Regional Security and Economic
Alliance

A comprehensive and balanced organization,
such as the SCO, is crucial for the security and
economic development of South Asia. The
organization's ability to balance power, foster
confidence, and reach consensus among its
members is essential for promoting regional
stability. In  the geo-economic
environment, trade is a key driver of prosperity
(Rehman, 2014). The SCO, through its
economic interconnectedness, has the potential
to create a stable and cooperative atmosphere in
Eurasia. China's "march west" initiative, aimed
at forging stronger links with energy-rich Central
Asia, presents opportunities for both India and
Pakistan. This cooperation can result in a
favorable economic climate for both nations and
create goodwill among SCO member states

(Jaffer, 2016).

Transnational

current

The Role of Pakistan and India in South Asian
Integration

Intra-regional trade within South Asia is
significantly underdeveloped compared to the
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broader Asia region. While intra-regional trade
within Asia accounts for 57.3% of the total
trade, South Asia’s intra-regional trade stands at
only 5%. The SCO framework offers immense
opportunities for economic integration within
South Asia, and infrastructure development is
key to bridging the gap between geographically
dispersed regions. Pakistan's strategic location
can serve as a gateway to Central Asia and the
Middle East, facilitating enhanced regional
integration (Siraj & Sartaj, 2019). For the SCO
to facilitate regional growth, Pakistan and India
must take steps to ease tensions along their
borders and increase bilateral and multilateral
trade. The CPEC initiative is critical in this
regard, offering a major infrastructure project
that connects South Asia to Central Asia,
enhancing regional connectivity and trade

(Sohail et al., 2013).

Key Factors for Economic Success in South
Asia

According to both India and Pakistan, the SCO
is poised to become one of the most influential
organizations for regional security and economic
stability in South Asia. Three critical factors are
necessary for economic success:

1. Energy Security: Cooperation on
energy resources can ensure a stable energy
supply across the region.

2. Enhanced Trade and Connectivity:
The development of transport networks that
connect Asia to Europe will boost trade
opportunities.

3. Collaboration on Security: Joint efforts
to combat terrorism and drug trafficking are
essential to ensuring regional stability (Sohail et

al., 2013).

Afghanistan's Stability and the SCO's Role in
Regional Peace and Development
Afghanistan’s  stability is of paramount
importance to the SCO and its member states,
particularly given the geopolitical interests of
powers like China and Russia. The SCO has
taken on a significant role in promoting peace
and development in Afghanistan, recognizing
that a stable Afghanistan is essential for regional
security and economic growth.
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Afghanistan’s Strategic Importance for the
SCO

Afghanistan's  stability is of paramount
importance to the SCO and its member states,
particularly due to its geopolitical significance.
Afghanistan's central location in South Asia and
Central Asia makes it a critical player in the
region's security dynamics, influencing the
interests of major SCO members like China and
Russia. Both countries have vested interests in
ensuring a stable Afghanistan, given the
potential spillover of terrorism and extremism
into their territories. Afghanistan's peace is seen
as vital for regional security and economic
growth, which is why the SCO has been actively
involved in efforts to stabilize the country (Jaffer,

2016; Khan et al., 2023).

Afghanistan’s Role in the SCO

Afghanistan joined the SCO as an official
observer in 2012, and the SCQO’s role in the
country has grown significantly since then. The
SCO-Afghanistan ~ Contact  Group  was
established in Beijing to focus on combating
terrorism, drug trafficking, and promoting
economic development, offering a platform for
Afghanistan’s  rehabilitation and national
reconciliation (Lalrinfel & Tripathi, 2018).
Moreover, a "Plan of Action on Combating
Terrorism, Drug Smuggling, and Organized
Crime" was adopted by SCO members in 2009
to help Afghanistan with these challenges
(Seiwert, 2021). This collaboration has been
further strengthened by agreements such as the
one between Afghanistan and the SCO RATS,
which focuses on sharing information and
combating terrorism (Weitz, 2015).

China’s Role in Afghanistan’s Stability

China, as the largest investor in Afghanistan
under the SCO framework, has a significant
interest in stabilizing the country. Its BRI, which
aims to enhance connectivity across Eurasia,
relies heavily on the success of infrastructure
projects in Afghanistan. China is currently
involved in key investments in Afghanistan,
including a $3 billion contract for oil, gas
exploration, and the Aynak copper mine (Khan
& Sultana, 2019). These projects are expected to
benefit both the Afghan economy and China's
broader economic goals, providing improved
transit routes for Chinese exports to Iran, the
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Middle East, and Pakistan's Gwadar port (Ellis,
2021). Furthermore, China’s advocacy for peace
in Afghanistan is central to its regional strategy,
especially in countering the rise of groups like
ISIS, whose presence in Afghanistan threatens
both local stability and the success of the BRI
(Jaffer, 2016; Khan et al., 2023).
and Central Asian  Republics’
Involvement

Russia and the Central Asian Republics (CARs)
have also emphasized the importance of SCO’s
involvement in Afghanistan’s peace and
stability. Given the proximity of CARs like
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan to
Afghanistan, they face direct security threats
from instability in the region. These nations
have urged the SCO to play a more active role in
Afghanistan’s demilitarization and rehabilitation
(Khan & Mahmood, 2023; Khan & Sultana,
2019). The ongoing efforts to combat terrorism,
extremism, and drug trafficking in the region are
integral to maintaining stability, with the SCO
facilitating cooperative security measures.

Russia

Afghanistan’s Economic Reconstruction

The SCO’s engagement in Afghanistan goes
beyond security. Economic development and
reconstruction are also critical areas of focus.
SCO member states have initiated various
infrastructure projects, aiming to connect
Afghanistan to Central Asia and beyond. A key
project is the Trans-Afghan railway, which will
link Uzbekistan to Pakistan's ports at Karachi
and Gwadar, further integrating Afghanistan
into regional trade routes and boosting its
economic potential (Khan & Sultana, 2019).
This type of regional cooperation is vital for
Afghanistan’s recovery, as the nation’s war-torn
economy needs international investment and
support to rebuild its infrastructure and market
systems.

SCO’s

Initiatives
The SCO’s commitment to addressing terrorism
in Afghanistan is highlighted through its
counterterrorism initiatives under RATS. These
initiatives include intelligence sharing, joint
operations, and military exercises aimed at
enhancing the security capabilities of member
states. Afghanistan’s participation in these

and  Security

Counterterrorism
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efforts is crucial for improving its security
framework, especially in the face of rising
extremist groups like ISIS (Lalrinfel & Tripathi,
2018). The SCO provides a platform for
member states to collaborate on these issues,
ensuring that security challenges originating
from Afghanistan are addressed collectively.

Diplomatic Role and Peacebuilding

The SCO also plays a diplomatic role in
facilitating peace talks and resolving conflicts in
Afghanistan. The SCO-Afghanistan Contact
Group has been instrumental in promoting
dialogue between Afghanistan’s government and
the Taliban. It focuses on political, economic,
and humanitarian issues, and has been a critical
player in the efforts to stabilize Afghanistan post-
US withdrawal (Wani, 2021). A joint statement
issued by the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group
in July 2021 emphasized the group's readiness to
enhance economic, political, and humanitarian
cooperation  with  Afghanistan, signaling
continued support for Afghanistan’s peace and

development (Jin, 2021).

Pakistan’s Role and SCO's Influence

Pakistan, as a key regional player, has also
sought to leverage the SCO to improve its
relations with Afghanistan. The SCO framework
has provided Pakistan with an opportunity to
enhance its counterterrorism cooperation with
Afghanistan and address the challenges posed by
extremist groups in the border region (Jaffer,
2016). Given the strategic interests of China,
Russia, and the CARs in Afghanistan's stability,
the SCO offers a wunique platform for
collaborative efforts toward peace and stability.
Pakistan’s engagement in this context is crucial
for regional peace and to prevent further
escalation of conflicts stemming from
Afghanistan.

Challenges and Future Prospects

Despite these efforts, challenges remain.
Afghanistan's political instability and the re-
emergence of the Taliban complicate the
country’'s potential for regional cooperation
within the SCO framework. The legitimacy of
the Taliban, which has not yet been formally
recognized by many SCO members, poses a
barrier to Afghanistan’s full integration into the
organization (Jin, 2021). However, the SCO’s
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continued emphasis on multilateral cooperation
and its active involvement in diplomatic and
security efforts provide hope for Afghanistan’s
future stability.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the SCO plays a crucial role in
shaping the future of South Asia, particularly in
fostering regional stability and cooperation. Its
contributions to mitigating security challenges,
such as terrorism, extremism, and separatism,
are significant, offering a platform for dialogue
and collaboration between member states. The
SCO's focus on energy security, economic
integration, and infrastructure development
provides  South  Asian
opportunities for mutual benefit, thus paving
the way for greater connectivity and regional
prosperity. The organization's involvement in
countering common threats, such as religious
extremism and terrorism, through structures like
the RATS, underscores its potential to drive
collective security efforts.

For India and Pakistan, the SCO represents a
unique platform to engage in dialogue,
overcome mistrust, and build trust through
multilateral cooperation. The SCO's emphasis
on- diplomatic channels and joint military
exercises offers both countries avenues for

countries  with

reducing tensions, especially in sensitive areas
like Kashmir and their shared border. By
fostering people-to-people contact and cultural
exchanges, the SCO can help bridge divides and
create an environment conducive to peace.

Moreover, the SCQO's efforts to stabilize
Afghanistan are essential not only for
Afghanistan itself but for the broader region.
The organization's continued support for
Afghanistan’s reconstruction and
counterterrorism efforts aligns with the interests
of regional powers like China, Russia, and
Central Asian countries. Afghanistan's stability
is intrinsically linked to the security and
economic development of South Asia, and the
SCO is well-positioned to guide this process.
Looking ahead, the SCO's role in South Asia
could be further enhanced by promoting
regional  connectivity  through  improved
infrastructure, such as the CPEC and other
transit routes connecting Central Asia to South
Asia. By focusing on trade, investment, and
cooperation in non-traditional security areas, the
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SCO has the potential to transform South Asia
into a hub of economic growth and regional
integration. Ultimately, the SCO offers South
Asia a path to peaceful coexistence and
sustainable development. Through continued
engagement, India, Pakistan, and other member
states can collaborate more effectively to address
shared challenges and build a more stable,
prosperous, and interconnected region
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